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Artifact in topic “Mother-of-Pearl From A New Perspective: Mother-of-Pearl Handicrafts
and the Creative Use of Materials”
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Bullfrog-Shaped Wooden Case Inlaid with Mother of Pearl

Time of Manufacture/ Age: The early Phnom Pehn style/ co-exist with the early Rattanakosin
era

Collector/ Creator: Krit Rojjasaena

Used Materials: Softwood, Lacquer Varnish, Pearl Shells

Place of Creation: Cambodia

Description: In the early Rattanakosin era, people in Thailand and Cambodia shared similar
cultures. They created mother-of-pearl inlaid wooden cases for storing personal belongings
or, sometimes, “Chian Maak”, a betel kit consisting of equipment essential for betel chewing.
The case is framed using handwoven bamboo strips, lacquered, and inlaid with mother of
pearl. Sometimes, to make it lightweight, it is framed using softwood, which is in turn carved
into the desired pattern, lacquered, and inlaid with mother of pearl.

The reason for the case being made in the shape of a bullfrog may be in accordance with
ancient beliefs that the bullfrog is an animal that calls for rain. It cries when it is raining,
therefore it is considered a symbol of fertility. Hence cases for storing personal belongings

being popularly made in the shape of a bullfrog.
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