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Gold Niello Pedestal Washing Tray with Dok Puttan PatternGold Niello Pedestal
Washing Tray with Dok Puttan Pattern

Time of Manufacture/ Age: The Rattanakosin Style

Collector/ Creator: Paothong Thongchua

Used Materials: Silver, Gold, Niello amagram

Place of Creation: -

Description: A round shallow tray with four metal legs connected to a pedestal; its tray
decorated with inlays of gold and niello collectively forming double-row overlapping lotus
petal pattern, with each panel of its inner row decorated with Dok Puttan pattern, and each
panel of its outer row decorated with Karn Tor Dok (continuous scrolling floral vine) pattern.

In the past, aristocrats used the pedestal washing tray to capture all the water used when
they washed their face. Water to be used for washing face was contained in an ewer or a
covered bowl on tray with pedestal. In addition, the washing tray was also used for placing
ceremony utensils, such as conch, holy water bowl, in ancient rituals in Thailand, such as

topknot-cutting ceremony, wedding ceremony.
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