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Craftsmanship to Creation in Contemporary Context”

4 Surhounsnasaefuseasniume
fuvestua: Aavvadesmilndunineudu
Foffasantunu/Aofadratunu: aouimes nesde

Fanild: R nos 10w

way/anuiidanin: Usemnelne

foyaduq MAvades: auassdaniliietnasnivads nszumaudanszymsidandunde svnadi
2 famsgumanidansgianduinegin Junad 3

aupzeg LuASenvesnsay edunelidiladnefenssuds auusunes 3e aunInes INTILaNRE
049 Ao anRuuaiineswsuszuglNduunay ofilwu sauduansanlionsazsyunaiamezaanldls
Hudnes drwdu adfdudtu Bnsiiduiortunsnglve fedinemandidnungielagld
Useviiunessnauneauas ninldyiuduuseniifunestumasusameidudesu 14w
Usavilvaanesldaundeiismesviniu aunsnesiivhanndrdilownasnduiunuiiiddulidom

AL DUNURUAIUNSDOUNIDIAIU

Gold-Painted Silver-Inlaid Bowl with Karn Tor Dok Bai Ted Pattern

Time of Manufacture/ Age: The Early Rattanakosin Style

Collector/ Creator: Paothong Thongchua

Used Materials: Silver, Gold, Niello amagram

Place of Creation: Thailand

Description: A bowl with inlays of silver and niello collectively forming Karn Tor Dok Bai Ted
(continuous scrolling floral vine) pattern, with designated areas painted with gold on top of
filled engraved lines, made by an artisan during the reigns of King Phutthaloetla Naphalai
Rama Il and King Nangklao Rama llI.

Thom Ta Thong is the name of the niello inlay technique where an artisan “first inlays
metalware with silver, then paint designated areas with gold”. An artisan meticulously
engraves lines collectively forming a pattern — like in this case, a continuous scrolling floral
vine pattern — on metalware, fills the engraved lines with silver and niello and polishes off
the niello on the surface, then elaborately paints only parts that belong to flowers in gold
while leaving the rest as it is, showing the vines in silver and the flowers in gold contrasting
with the original color around it.

Similar to chemical-based artisanal technique like Ka Lhai (plating) technique, Thom Ta Thong

technique involves dissolving gold using mercury until desired consistency is achieved,
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applying mercury-gold amalgam onto silver-filled engraved lines, heating until mercury all
evaporates, leaving only the gold on the surface.
Gold-painted silver-inlaid nielloware crafted by leading master artisans is more colorful and

does not look bland and flat like silver- or gold-inlaid nielloware.
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