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Artifact in topic “History to Story: Damasceneware - Nielloware: From Ancient
Craftsmanship to Creation in Contemporary Context”
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“Chudadhuj” Niello-Inlaid Silver Cigarette Caskets with Kanok Plaew Pattern
Time of Manufacture/ Age: The Rattanakosin Style

Collector/ Creator: Pacthong Thongchua

Used Materials: Silver, Niello amagram

Place of Creation: Thailand

Description: Cigarette caskets with inlays of niello collectively forming Kanok Plaew (Flame-Like Kanok)
pattemn on their lid, made by an artisan in the reign of King Chulalongkorn Rama V. "Chudadhuj" is
derived from the name of Prince Chudadhuj Dharadilok, the inventor of the wet plate technique,
combining pattern drawing technique and photography technique into the niello inlay technique
where lines collectively forming a pattern are incased using engraved plate instead of traditional hand-
engraving which has so many steps and is incapable of creating difficult patterns.

"Chudadhuj" inlay technique involves drawing a pattern and transferring it onto wet glass (in those days
there was no photographic film being used), coating a smoothed-out silver plate with sensitizer and
pressing the glass firmly against the silver plate for imaging, etching the silver plate and filling deep
corroded areas with niello, resulting in the filled areas in black contrasting with the original color around
them. This technique is suitable for inlaying boxes and boxes with lids. For inlaying silverware with curves,

such as bowl, vase, case, it is recommended that you use hand-engraving method.
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Artifact in topic “History to Story: Damasceneware - Nielloware: From Ancient

Craftsmanship to Creation in Contemporary Context”
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