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Conservation and inheritance of the wisdom.
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At the age of 19, Mr. Suphiab Promsri learned the art
of jewelry making from his elder brother. He spent two years
honing his skills. After mastering the craft, he pursued a career
in this field in other places. However, in 2010, a period known
for the economic downturn and devaluation of the Thai Baht,
he faced challenges in his work. Consequently, he moved his
family back to his hometown in Surin Province. Having previously
worked with diamonds and gemstones, he sought alternative
career opportunities and was fortunate to receive the transfer
of knowledge from a local wisdom master, Punya Butchati. This
master taught him the techniques of crafting silver jewelry with
traditional Phikun and ancient Tako flower patterns. With this
newfound knowledge, he adapted and integrated these designs

into his gold jewelry creations.
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Inspired by the previously existing gem
studded gold jewelry, he combined this with the
diamond expertise he already had. He believed
that gold alloy (yellow gold) could be applied
in diverse ways and that the cost of its raw
materials was not as high as pure gold or other
types of jewelry. Moreover, the basic processes,
steps, and tools mostly employed the same
techniques, such as creating the jewelry frame.
Coupled with the fact that there were fewer
limitations in using gold alloy as compared to
other metals like pure gold, he used his existing
knowledge, skills, and expertise, enhanced by
his innovative designs, to continuously produce
work for over 30 years. He has emphasized
the conservation of traditional methods and
ancient techniques, such as using traditional

tools and even specific gem setting methods.
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Mr. Suphiab’s jewelry made from metal incorporates traditional wisdom. The process involves
several steps, such as molding, engraving, and gem setting, for example.
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Various metals are used for jewelry making, such as
precious metals like gold and silver. There are also alloys like

brass or bronze. Currently, Mr. Suphiab mainly uses silver and

brass in his creations.
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Brass is a metal with a yellow color and has properties similar to
gold. It is an alloy made from copper and zinc. Its specific properties
vary depending on the ratio and purpose of use. Typically, copper is
mixed in proportions ranging from 5-45% or more, as required. The
remainder is zinc with a few other metals in minor amounts. The use
of brass depends on the zinc content; for instance, brass containing
12.5% zinc is called jewelry bronze, which is used for jewelry.
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Even though the production techniques
might be the same, craftsmen must understand
the properties of each material. For example,
silver and brass have different melting points
with silver melting at a lower temperature.
Therefore, during the melting process, the
temperature must be appropriately controlled
to prevent any damage. Furthermore, due to
the malleability and flexibility of silver being :
higher than brass, finer attention to detail
is required in certain stages. It can be said
that more caution is required, and artisans
must continually observe and practice to

minimize any errors.
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Designed patterns are initially drafted on paper before being transformed into
jewelry pieces. The designs are typically Thai though they may be adapted or redesigned
as desired.
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Melting silver or brass grains involves pouring them into a mold, and melting them together to then roll out and draw into
wire of the desired thickness. Once the desired shape is achieved, the design is attached to the piece, which is then engraved
and embossed using traditional Thai engraving techniques. Depressions are made in the piece to set gems. Once complete, the

piece is cleaned and refined.
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Outstanding Work Identity

The highlight of Mr. Suphiab’s work is the pattern of the gemstone inlay in the ancient diamond
inlay style. This technique is similar to what was used in traditional gold jewelry making. It involves
manually inlaying gemstones using an ancient heirloom technique that he specializes in without using
glue or prong setting methods. This is different from the regular jewelry found everywhere. Additionally,
he continues to use traditional techniques for firing in his creation of silver and gold jewelry.
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The Thai Pattern Inlay with Diamond
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Examples of the unique work of Mr. Suphiab
Promsri include “Thai Pattern Inlay with Diamond Bud”,
which has various design patterns, both traditional and
contemporary. The main body of the jewelry is made from
99.25% pure silver, and the “diamond bud” gemstone
is chosen as the inlaid gem using the diamond inlay
technique. This inlay work is like traditional jewelry
with gold backing. If it is a necklace adorned with a
type of traditional pendant, the created pendant can
come in various styles, such as five-pointed pendant,
single-point pendant, three-layer pendant, or four or
five-layer pendant, etc. The number of gemstones used
for the decoration can also be chosen based on lucky
numbers. Regardless of the format, these jewels are
exquisite, beautiful, and can be designed to complement

various outfits.
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The jewelry set by Mr. Suphiab has
attracted a lot of interest and is in high
demand, especially among those who love
wearing traditional Thai dress, or combined
with Thai outfits for festivals or other important
occasions. These are also popular for brides
who like to pair them with their Thai wedding
dresses. In particular nowadays, with the
campaign to wear Thai fabric, which is the
identity of the Thais, these silver and gold
jewelry sets have become another option to
enhance the beauty of the attire. Besides
pairing with Thai outfits or fabric,

Mr. Suphiab also designs patterns that look
contemporary and can be adapted to be

worn with popular modern dresses.
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Development, Innovation, and Adaptation of Work

uamuiusduuum\)c]

dvudviutusiue=fuviufinsvauAiegudd udwindegaaleddsul Svlaims
aswassAvaviulusuuulkie fnouauavdidnurainkaiondy mmsooniuuadnas sUnsy
soumlaimsimuidndautigloaidunindu MnauATswaseddes umsiudwaoslii
ANIUHAINKANY 13U WaosuUs=313ulfin ta=isunsvdivg Akankatguindu souduri
(Wudantfia Wudu

gaudiunAs1g FuesiinuloatduluBdovzovitiovanuriduniunevirdoviri ua:
MSUALUAIUSHIWMSINAIKUY wassTnwuieaa AuA Tajaatedudwivauoaiu

a1gnuna1glngszriwegaaloinuaziKiigidognuagwavad

Even though traditional works already have value, as times change, there is a need
to innovate in new styles that can cater to a diverse group of users. This includes
designing new patterns, shapes, and adding more colors to stand out. Instead of
using a single colored gemstone, now a variety of colored gemstones are used, such as
birthstones, and various shaped pendant designs, including making them as lockets.
The “Royal Naga Jewelry Set” is particularly notable for its genuine gold material and

the combination of positioning gemstones like nine-pointed garnet, ruby with side

patterns that seamlessly blend ancient and modern Thai patterns, etc.
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Commitment to conserve and
inherit in arts and crafts
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In Mr. Suphiab’s family, there has always been an emphasis
on introducing the younger generation to the art of jewelry
making from a young age. Everyone is thus equipped with the
skills to create such pieces proficiently and can continue this

legacy into the future.
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Mr. Suphiab himself has also transferred these skills to the community, ensuring that everyone has a profes-
sion and source of income, both in the village of Na Tang where he resides and in the nearby communities of Khwao
Sinarin District. Currently, the district is renowned and robust in jewelry production in Surin Province. He has also
passed on the knowledge and skills he honed in producing silver and gold jewelry to the community in Ubon

Ratchathani Province, where he originally learned the craft.
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In addition, he has imparted this knowledge to students, such as those from Ban
Na Tang Trabek School, Surin Rajabhat University, and Rajamangala University of
Technology Isan. These institutions regularly send their students to study, observe,
and learn the local wisdom in jewelry making.
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Received Certificates or Awards
OTOP artist of the year 2016 from the Department of Community Development Ministry of Interior
OTOP products 5 stars
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“I wish the younger generation would come forward to carry on the craft of jewelry making, learning with full

commitment and practicing thoroughly in order to help preserve this cultural wisdom for the future.”
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“Adhering to the principle of self-sufficiency, initiative, and applying the knowledge one possesses for
benefits, then adapting it to life and to one’s own artistic craft, from the beginning when there was nothing,
up until today it has become a profession that can generate enough income for a decent living and impart

knowledge to the next generation.”
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