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The Master Craftsmen in 2023
Categorized in Pottery (Benjarong Ware)

“nisnwiuv=dananssserssuudrAny Ao dovdodaddaautov Fodaddaddu ua=Faedagaaviunmn

twadavnisnignaalignsuwaviulllasunsivavaaivasvle aArwaswassanavlvlunisnwiuwysvA

udazgu soudvaumwianga FvnvHuaasugndaaisavuuwaviunng Ju”

“How I work is based on ethical principles, which is to be honest with oneself and be
honest to others. So, the honesty will be passed onto those who receive the work to
know sincerity. Creativity is intended in the work of each piece of Benjarong, including

the best quality. All of which are communicated in every piece of work.”
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Benjarong is glazed pottery, which is painted by
enameling. It is an art and craft that has a history
from China. Since the end of the 15th century, the
patterns comprised three colors or more, which is
the derivation of the word “Benjarong”.

The name is called by the Thai people because it
is pottery painted with five colors, which is usually
white, black, red, and green or indigo. In Thailand,
Benjarong works have been inherited since the Ayut-
thaya period. It would be used in the royal court or
among high-ranking royalty.

Ms. Hatsaya Preecharat was born and raised
in a family in Chon Buri Province where she saw her
parents loved to work at Benjarong since her childhood.
Thus, she became fascinated and subconsciously
absorbed and grew her intention to keep this art alive
for the Thai people. As she wants Thai people and
foreigners to know more about Benjarong, she has
created an approach more in the form of products that
are more accessible. She aims to push the products

to be known even more in the international market.




AtuRae Usaisau TaSunisaignaanisriiuAal
RoanssunwuwyIsvAvINUn As ueaida Usasau

il
o ey «

gnduaunuwnyasvAzaving tazuAadudiduivkia
gaus arimsgwdiie (1ndoviutyasvA) Us=inl 2549
S ynladgnluKdulilnadu
wsrznnmisiaauvialasioantunuuagy Usznau
AumslaguguviunduuyasvAnldnanaduaslaiu
msiuwIsvAzaviawavidIsdn Jvdvualinm
RagndnnusSnuazHaviHaluviuAauRannssSUIUTYISIA
pogHlieauUu tazladvldsiuBaguuduuinezge
ZunaauiudiuutyIsvAtdalU
ASUllo0ov1ANWTUs:auUS Y103 Fvaadule

(1gs1un)  GdguvKrIVARUIAISATAUTTETUNISWoUUY
laztagaavuaIu

nisausSnuduaunidyw

Conservation and inheritance of wisdom.

Ms. Hatsaya Preecharat has inherited the art
and craft of Benjarong from her father, Mr. Sahas
Preecharat, who also inherited Thai Benjarong
work. He is an outstanding artist in Chon Buri
Province and was a The Best Artist (Benjarong)
in 2006. It could be said that the apple does not
fall far from the tree.

Because of growing up with her father as a role
model, she has been familiar with Benjarong and
has seen the work of her father since childhood.
As a result, Ms. Hatsaya has a strong love and
passion for the handicrafts of Benjarong and has
set a firm determination that she would continue
to inherit the work of this Benjarong.

When studying for a Bachelor’s degree, she
decided to continue studying in the field of
Industrial Product Design (Ceramics) with the aim
of applying the knowledge acquired to develop
and further the work of Benjarong according to

her intention.
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After having entered the intended field of study, she brought the knowledge that had been
transmitted in the classroom to experiment. As such, she continually tried to practice the skill of making
Benjarong work by herself since starting university until graduating. Therefore, she had the opportunity
to fully learn about the work of the family’s Benjarong by starting to learn and train from experienced
senior technicians. She also had the support of her father in giving advice to solve problems, or always
getting ideas for creating new jobs.

In addition to self-improvement, she also brought the knowledge from those who had expertise
and experience in the family, including teachers who passed on knowledge to add more to create a new
generation of technicians.

With the view that teaching others was a way to make herself even more developed, she became
a driving force to study more so that she could explain to others. Thus, she exchanged knowledge with
both the beneficiaries and those who had transmitted the knowledge and correct understanding in
making Benjarong.

From the determination to preserve this work, she also tried seeking knowledge, as well as devel-
oping and practicing continuously. Her father saw her intention to preserve and carry on this Benjarong

work. Therefore, she was finally entrusted to be the successor of this work.
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Wisdom reflecting craftsmanship skills

Benjarong is a handicraft that has a long
history in Thailand. Although it has been influenced
by China, Thai craftsmen have added the identity
of Thai national art. This includes Thai patterns in
various forms that show the identity of Thailand in
the lines of the patterns that have been carefully
placed to create Thai works of art on ceramics,

which everyone knows as “Benjarong”.
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In the process of producing Benjarong, which is an
exquisite work of art, it requires a lot of craftsmanship
skills, that is to say, it must be exquisite and meticulous
in every step, such as drawing lines in real gold that
is different from writing on other materials. The gold
must continuously flow, and all the lines must always
meet. As for the writing process, there must be a plan
for how to write. In order to make Benjarong ware,
which is exquisite and beautiful, it is an important
technique that requires practice. This requires
expertise and very high craftsmanship skills, which
each time the pattern is written, the difficulty would
depend on the pattern to be crafted. In particular, if it
is a newly designed pattern that is different from the
original, the artist also has to adjust the way of drawing

and painting to match the designed pattern.
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When painting, the consistency of the colors
with the pattern must be taken into account. The
painting technique is to apply the color to the fullest,
not blemished, into the channel. The next important
technique is shading from light to dark, and the use
of the color mixing techniques, which requires the
experience and expertise of a highly skilled Benjarong
painter. It also requires expertise in handling ceramic
products with different shapes each time. These range
from large to smaller pieces, respectively, such as
jars, vases, plates, bowls, glass casks, ornaments,
etc., because when the pattern is written down, it
would not be able to touch or hit the color in the
area that was written or painted immediately before.
This requires a lot of expertise and caution in this
process. Bringing the written and colored work pieces
to be painted in gold at the end requires expertise
in handling and moving. If it is wrong, it would ruin

the entire work and be marked.
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The step that Ms. Hatsaya thinks is the most challenging is entering the ware to
the stove. This requires expertise in calculating the fire channel, as well as arranging
and using different temperatures depending on the various techniques of the Benjarong
work. If there is any mistake, they might get damaged in the stove. These are all
the elements that the artisans must understand. Therefore, this would prevent the

product’s damage that was intended from the first step.
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The identity of Khun Hatsaya’s Benjarong work has outstanding
characteristics as follows:
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Pattern design: This is designed to
make the pattern more contemporary.

However, there is still a Thai identity.

mslEd MNNuAIaURIAEaVILYISVAMLIUUAVIGW

Aol 5 3 udfeTduunmsadeHubANLMIKINGU v
anudAaRimsuaudliiialdudduikainkats deasu
Augaaigudazgouindu soudvmsiinudRaoanson
Auduaanun WeaswraiauRtondwInuaaniu
WwyvsvATusUanuildue

The use of colors: Originally, traditional Benjarong
ware had five colors, but with modern evolution, it
has been made with more progress. Therefore, it has
come up with the concept of mixing colors to create a
variety of colors like the current trend. This includes
the use of color schemes that are consistent with
the product, so to create a distinctive point that is
different from the original Benjarong product.
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Product layout design: This has been developed, created, and applied from the shape
of the traditional Benjarong. It is commonly seen by taking into account a contemporary
and more international look, but it still does not leave behind the uniqueness of the
beautiful pattern of ancient Benjarong. As such, the users can see the beauty of Thai
Benjarong that is inserted on the product. For example, designing jewelry, such as
necklaces and earrings, which have been adapted to meet a variety of purposes of

use. This has increased the opportunity to access a wider range of Benjarong products

besides a household appliance.
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Creative development, adaptation, or Work Expanding
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From the inspiration that started from the idea of “How to make Benjarong accessible to people?”, she
has developed and modified shapes and patterns to suit the era and times. In order to be able to reach more people,
she has still retained the uniqueness of the Benjarong work with the development of different shapes. By creating
new patterns in a contemporary way, she has expanded the art to designed jewelry, and she has the typical luxury
of the pattern and color of Benjarong that is used in earrings, pendant necklaces, decorative brooches, etc., to be
produced as a collection to be minimal. Hence, they have become the answer to the lifestyles of women in many
ways, as they can be perfectly combined with today’s outfits. In the past, gems used in jewelry that were popular
comprised diamonds, gems, etc., but they were adapted to use Benjarong instead under the concept of being an
unbreakable accessory. It started when she was writing an art thesis while studying. When she came back to
continue the work of Benjarong, she then brought back that idea to create another work. She wanted foreigners to
buy and carry Benjarong easily when traveling. It was inconvenient to move and could be damaged during the journey.
While Benjarong is an ornament, users can carry it anywhere and anytime. It can be seen more than being used as
a home decoration. Consequently, it would indirectly benefit in increasing the channel for foreigners to know more

about Benjarong.
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In addition, it would adjust the style
of Benjarong work that is used in everyday
life but creates more unique work, such
as magnetic mugs, handle mugs, and drip
mugs. She has used other materials, such
as wood or silicone as components, heat
protection to be contemporary and meet

the practical applications in daily life.
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Commitment to conserve and inherit in

arts and crafts
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There has been a transfer of knowledge to inherit this field
of work in many forms, such as to create a career in every step,
including techniques and methods. People who come to learn
can apply the knowledge gained to their careers and can earn
for oneself and their family.

Furthermore, she received opportunities from various
departments in being invited to be a speaker to pass on knowledge
in workshops, for both Thais and foreigners in various places,
such as the Department of International Trade Negotiations,
Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Royal Thai
Army, ICONCRAFT, SACIT, etc.




uanvIntigviiTomaluaautiove) twdguRtiloma
iFdvnuAal=latesidulgndguiog dukvina (o
Tla0Tonasdin Audaviuwnyasea avuanistindu
auldaudvmisavdiliotdumisasuseiuaialy Hin
tiovq dltesnvIuAaU=agudd KiadulitAa§InvIu
luryasoFﬂﬁmlﬁUﬂEoE’JnUﬁUﬁ‘\JEoﬁoawl‘fJummﬁan'(u
nsidanuuannisusznaua1dwyovliov lY12FUIKA
tlGTuauIna a0 19 =laIRUNEINF UGV ILIUTYISVA
Nnnautiovy a1 GRIDuIE

She has also had an opportunity to teach
youngsters. Young people who have less access to

art, such as remote youth, have had the opportunity
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of Benjarong really came to practice, this could
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be an alternative way for them to choose a career
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path. These young people in the future may see ¥
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the success of the Benjarong work from a younger

group.
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In addition to disseminating knowledge in
various forms, the Thai Benjarong brand in charge,
she has also had the opportunity to work with many
well-known Thai and foreign brands together by
being assigned to design souvenirs for various
occasions. At this point, Ms. Hatsaya herself used the
knowledge and the experience that she had to help
distribute her Benjarong work. By communicating
through the exquisite design, elaborating under
the problems that each brand has given, she is still
being 100% Thai with the hope of continuing and
communicating Benjarong work that is a valuable
heritage of wisdom through to those to receive

according to her own aspirations.
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“l would like to pass it
onto young people, the
new generation, or people
who are interested in it.
Each branch of arts and
crafts has its charm. If
interested, first, you can
start to know how to do
it, and then gradually
develop to
continue in your own
unique way whether
traditional or
contemporary as you can”

Contact Information

Name : Ms. Hatsaya Preecharat
Province: Chonburi

Tel No. : 081-3833343, 038-398-022
Line : hannamfon

Fb : IngwyvsvA , hatsayaofficial

IG : thaibenjarongofficial, hatsayaofficial



