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The SUPPORT Arts and Crafts International Centre of
Thailand (SACICT) has been carrying out its mission of
promoting the country’s priceless heritage of crafts for more
than a decade now.

This rich legacy of Thai arts and crafts has found its way into
the hearts of a new generation of inspired craftsmiths who,
taking a cue from global trends, are cleverly fusing old ideas
to create innovative, new designs. Thanks to SACICT's firm
support, the innovative craft movement in this country has
made admirable progress these past three years.

In this issue, SACICT Living Thai leads you through a colourful
preview of the 3 International Innovative Craft Fair (IICF 2014),
which takes place next month at BITEC. A visit is also due,
via our Open House column, to the newly-unveiled
Innovative Craft Showcase.

Meanwhile our new column, New Wave, brings you up close
to Fonthip Tangwiriyamate, the new star in the firmament
of jewelry design. The Village Trail this time leads you to the
riverine township of Amphawa to marvel at miniature Thai
boats, while Have a Good Trip will ferry you around Ancient
City, which for decades has been a favourite location for Thai
and international filmmakers.

Have a great time with good reading. See you again soon.
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Pimpapaan Chansilpa
Director, the SUPPORT Arts and Crafts International Centre of Thailand (SACICT)
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Pimpapaan Chansilpa
Director, the SUPPORT Arts and Crafts International Gentre of Thailand (SACICT)

lICF's New Momentum:

Green, Grand, Good

Story Suwanna Premsote  Photos Sirapat Valaiphatchra

No exhibition in Thailand has so unequivocally displayed the
tremendous power of inspired innovation and creativity in novelty
handicrafts as to trigger spontaneous and unanimous acclaim, as
has the International Innovative Craft Fair which the SUPPORT Arts
and Crafts International Centre of Thailand (SACICT) launched in
2012. Overnight the [ICF became one of the most eagerly awaited
annual treats for countless lovers of things artistic.

This March, SACICT expects to repeat that fabulous experience a third time, only on a much larger
scale. So visitors would do well to prepare themselves for some genuine awesomeness at IICF 2014,
from March 27-30 at BITEC-Bangna in Bangkok.

“Our objective in hosting the IICF is to encourage and enable SACICT's vast and extended family
of artisans and craftspeople to showcase their latest ideas in innovative crafts, while at the same time
availing them the opportunity of parallel learning through exposure to innovative crafts from foreign
countries. The IICF is truly one of a kind, in that it encompasses a fair share of exemplary craftwork
from abroad. In fact, foreign artisans from at least 20 countries are expected to participate in IICF 2014,

enthuses SACICT Director Pimpapaan Chansilpa. -
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- Befitting its established mission as promoter and supporter
of Thai handicraft products in the global marketplace, SACICT
has spearheaded many projects. Now it is keenly pushing
innovative crafts into the world’s spotlight. As perceived by
SACICT, “innovative crafts” are works that express the artist’s
unigue vision and creativity in using and adapting local wisdom
to come up with products that are novel yet contemporary
in functionality, and are highly appealing to people today.

Khun Pimpapaan explains: “The success of the first IICF
two years ago stemmed from our decision to exhibit East
European and Middle Eastern handicrafts. The products
displayed by foreign artisans became a source of great
inspiration for our Thai artisans. At the same time, it was a
propitious moment for us to also discover that a considerably
large number of the public nurtured an abiding interest in
the art of making handicrafts.”

Realizing that many entrepreneurs lacked sufficient
knowledge about marketing, about product forms as well
as techniques, SACICT organized more than 10 training
courses during IICF 2013.

As for the approaching fair next month, IICF 2014 is
conceptualized as the “Power of Innovation.” The four-day
event from March 27-30 will occupy Halls 103-104 of the
Bangkok International Trade and Exhibition Centre. Open
from 10 a.m. till 8 p.m., the fair will have four main zones:
the exhibition proper, the trade zone, demonstration zone
and seminar zone.

The exhibition zone will contain four sub-sections: i) the
Innovative Craft Award 2014 handicraft contest; i) the SACICT
Prototype Product Design Gallery 2014 displaying the stages
of collaboration between professional designers and
community artisans; iii) the New Heritage display where
selected new-wave artisans showcase their work in preserving
traditional Thai handicrafts in the form of innovative and
modernised works; and iv) SACICT's Craft Trend, an exhibition
jointly organized by the Thai Handicraft Promotion Trade
Association and the Design and Objects Association — the
dojo of real design guru.

For artisans and entrepreneurs, SACICT's Craft Trend is
something that should not be missed, as it is an exhibition
that encapsulates a vast collection of knowledge about

innovation and trends as developed by SACICT on the shapes

12 | Living Thai

i and forms, material use, and production techniques - plus
a discussion on the trends titled, “SACICT Trend Talk." All

the informative clips and works displayed at the exhibition

have also been compiled into a publication titled “SACICT

Trend Book.”

Expounding on the subject of the latest trend, Khun
Pimpapaan discloses: “We believe that human beings are

now all yearning to return to the basics. Having begun with

the need to increase yields through the use of fertilizer,

insecticides and other chemicals, we have now come to

realize that such an approach only results in a serious

deterioration of our planet’s ecology. Therefore, we have to
go back to what may seem a more primitive but actually is
a more wholesome and healthy way of life — without chemical
fertilization. So the trend is that we are now coming back

: tothe original ‘Green’ way of life.

“The overall scheme we are going with at this year's |ICF

is therefore ‘Green Craft’. Generally, when we talk about

: something ‘green’, as when we say ‘green food' for example,

people immediately understand what that really means.

¢ So, when we use the term ‘Green Craft’, we must inform
i our consumers what that actually refers to. Well, Green Craft

at SACICT refers to an artwork or handicraft that is produced

using raw materials that are environmentally friendly, even

: from the source. That means each 'green’ material used

must conform within the boundaries of health, sanitation

¢ and the safety of society"

The large collection of prototypes to be showcased at

[ICF 2014 will best reflect the innovativeness of the arts

: and crafts — obvious examples being those regaled with

¢ the Innovative Craft Award, as seen in last year's fair. -

“Innovative crafts” are works that express

the artist’s unique vision and creativity

in using and adapting local wisdom.



- WORKSHOP
&

IICF 2014 a:ﬁi:ﬂauﬁ'sﬂ@‘mﬁ'ﬂLLammuﬁmﬁaﬂﬁqmn‘mua:@mﬂi:ma

33UN31 280 Q¥
11CF 2014 will have 280 booths showcasing products from both local and
foreign exhibitors.
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The "Navatasilp" or "New Heritage" section will display innovations inspired by local wisdom.

- Giving examples of innovative craftwork, Khun Pimpapaan recounts: “One is
a sofa woven with bamboo, another a lamp made with corrugated paperboard.
There's a collage of box-cardboard pieces in the shape of various ancient patterns;
and the perforated parchments in the style seen in southern Thailand. This last
item has drawn so much interest from Belgian artisans as it appears in the same
form as lace — which is considered typical in Belgium.”

Or, the masterpieces created by the New Heritage artisans...

“Many of the New Heritage artisans exhibit modern ideas which interestingly
increase the added value of the product. An easy example is a set of woven fabric
from Uthai Thani which, when coupled with newly-created patterns, can upgrade
the value of the fabric without having to change the production procedures.
Even the mobile phone and tablet cases made from gilded lacquerware can
become a point of interest through the slightest twist of an idea. The handicraft
works of the 10 New Heritage artisans were displayed with great distinction at
last year's fair. | believe the upcoming fair this March will exhibit many interesting
pieces by new-wave artisans that are bound to draw much appreciative attention.”

In the SACICT Prototype Product Design Gallery, the “Very Thai” collection
which was displayed at the Maison et Objet fair in Paris, has been inspired by a
mellow mix of classical Thai architectural motifs as seen on temple pillars, in mural

paintings and mosaics, and even the shapes of the pagodas.
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WARTUTT L#TUS197A Innovative Craft Award

This section of [IGF 2014 will spotlight
award-winning creations.




CR

INTERNATIONAL INNO
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(udhe) Townlilinanuiuiagedradanuazan tdusetiuealasnangunssaasiion nidlwaudiléiiuseda Innovative Craft Award T 2013

This award-winning sofa used bamboo, string and wires as raw material.

“A part of the fair will be allocated for the presentation
of innovative prototypes to show our visitors how interesting
they will become after being revamped, and what alternatives
they will have for further application,” says Khun Pimpapaan,
adding:

“Some of the most important aspects we must pay
serious attention to in order to promote Thai handicrafts on
the world market are the shapes, designs, standard, and
prediction of our consumers' different needs or preferences.
We want to give precedence to craftwork that is up to
standard and quality; meanwhile, the handicraft must be
in tune with the actual moment or trend, to achieve perfect
product value. Another thing we must cherish is the knowledge
— which is the epicenter, the locus, of our Centre. Some
portions of the knowledge may have been abandoned or
forgotten, but the fact that Thailand still has its own arts and
crafts as our long-time heritage depicts who we are and
the pride we take as a nation.”

Another interesting part of the fair concerns the UNESCO
Award of Excellence for Handicrafts, to be held within the
exhibition organized by the Thai Handicraft Promotion Trade
Association; this will constitute an award ceremony for
products with excellence in arts and crafts at the ASEAN
level.

“In the three pillars of ASEAN, the first and foremost
is understood to be the pillar of society and culture. Though
we may sometimes look at the pillar of economics as the
first and foremost in order to advance gainfully into the

future, but prior to reaching economic issues, it is society

— culture, handicrafts and, most importantly, the human
mind — that should be our first checkpoint before reaching
out to other issues,” says Khun Pimpapaan, informative
and erudite as ever.

Alongside the exhibition of beautiful and mesmerizing
works of art and craft, there will also be shops showcasing
fabric, pottery, basketry, jewelry products, decorative items,
as well as many innovative craft products from Thailand and
abroad occupying some 280 booths. There will also be
demonstrations of handicraft production, such as Thai kites,
fruit carving, Thai earthenware dolls, ceramic dolls, paper
parasols, paper decoration from China, carp-shaped ornaments
created from palm leaf, Pla Tapian basketwork, modern art
from recycled paper, Chinese sandals, and also a free
seminar on the development of proficiency among handicraft
entrepreneurs.

“This year we intend to be diffuse in displaying our
knowledge, in presenting our members’ innovative works.
We intend to spread among a larger audience the pride we
take in our Thai craftmasters, teachers and artisans. IICF
2014 will definitely enlarge our network. This larger network
may be buyers from abroad, orThai organizations interested
in arts and crafts. Nevertheless, a larger network means that
our handicraft communities will be taken care of sustainably.
And at the same time, the way of life, culture, and traditions
here will be sustainably preserved as well,” concludes the
director of SACICT.

Well said, indeed.

Living Thai | 15






Innovative Craft Showcase...
wunNIraIssuuniale

fou 9NWULIAY MW ASWES 0GUWBS)

NddunAuTunsidudugnaauiasy aduayuna:weuunwaninur
Aadgwinglhidunganiazuousunolan 1a:wusnalunisauiasulring
nMsiBoulevlia:aluauus:nINoNaINNSSUNISWAaRN NISIIMUNSWaNINUA
AaUrRNNNSSUWUUNU paonauwauwanuiia:-us=gnsminalulagnnuaiie
nuNPUJryryNadnu SutiAuganiasuAauBws:nogus:InA (99ANS
UK1BU) KSo A.A.U. InddoudnryiunisiBoulovavuiuwaviusmnnnNssy
duanAvadlng dusalUguiioyusinanods:infiia:nalan

3% mmwxﬁlemm %GLﬁ%ﬁﬁWﬂ’ﬁd’lﬁﬂﬂ’]% @.¢.1. Iuéﬂmamevl,m &Jﬂ“ﬁ%@]Wi'Zu@iﬁ%aﬂqﬁﬁl’] ﬁ“/ﬁiﬂﬂ’]i
ﬁi’mmmagﬂiluwamemuﬁaﬂlwﬁ “Innovative Craft Showcase” Ui 2 1898181013 axdiousafionaain
ANSFNUAINATIAD VBTN FRLAZWNUS AT 9AU

I@ﬂWiwmama@Iummﬁmnéummamu I#usetiuanalagnannesssusiudildlunuiseazasineg

LL&“’I‘TIW’]VLﬁVLNN&’]%ﬂﬂ?ﬁ@aﬂ?ﬂLﬁaﬂ%iaa's@i‘ﬂ“ﬂiﬂLLU@ﬂ(ﬂ’]‘V]%aNEW]VL@LLiﬁ‘U‘H@I']QIQN']Q’miUVﬁﬂ“IIE]\TLIGﬂ
I@m@umam@uﬂmiumm ﬂ’]ﬁNﬂ’J’]’JQW’] ﬂamuwuwaﬂwa@mmsﬂ‘wa@LLamaﬂsLu%aLLammume i

Living Thai | 17



Innovative Creft Award

P - A o oo oa o a w v
siudurasuansauisiunuaniadunuiedalidonnnufaaieassd ianune
Innovation, thy name is SACICT.

> “Nasaauwandsaunindatl” ¥3e Innovative Craft Showcase

'
A

g uidauansnanafamiduLuy (Prototype) A o1,
W@Jmimﬁuﬁfﬂaammuﬁﬁmwﬁﬂmﬂﬁa A3985IAA NN
SamaiTs UsznaudnFUAuLEaLT AN THILLDAILENAN
WARSYH T I@mg}'w’iﬂﬁlﬁm§mﬁwﬁ‘ﬁ'§agﬂmmaﬂa%‘U%Im
LLa:Lﬁ'Ngjaﬁﬂﬁﬁ’uaué’w Lﬁaﬂﬂﬁzé’ummﬁmgumem
Aauvimnnssnlnglugana

‘nauiihvnngaieg uadu 2 du Aetineanuuugulni
AuRENIuEaLz Smi’flmmwﬁﬂﬁﬁamjmqﬁﬁa w‘%amjuﬁlﬁ
NANNINSENIY LIS TUHE LM aansN 1WED
shludauansluanuiansfuiaisdssmas l@susaiinesnau
aRnang azfiwinsiiludasnsaeulandnisnans
UoNANI m?]ﬂﬁaam{Lﬁ%L%WmmtﬁudNmﬁaﬂﬁmﬂ‘sim
VLVI;;lﬁ?uﬁmw%agﬁﬂ@@ﬂmiﬂ’&éﬂmwm waneg aufidos
pnaazuanlainemlngyilddsrnaiiaevia susensn
L‘ﬂugmmuﬁLinmiﬂlﬁuﬁ%ﬂi:ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ é’uﬁﬁmﬁaunm
Tassmsas oo eaulandsasiusasnguanudenmelu lssus
305N ARnends suihilunsuldlEae Hngugndnlsousy
waz Interior Wnsdonasn nedulssBeuvdonmnIng e
471'L?’{mﬁuﬁaﬂzﬁwwﬁﬂl,%‘mmgﬂud’mmawaﬁmﬁﬁmsﬁé’w”

18 | Living Thai

AT AIEIRA %i“ﬁmse'hﬂu%mimﬁmsﬁmi #1.¢.4.nan3
UUWUANTT 1,000 M1319LNAT IUBDNLULFARIHINNE
wannanaduiauaasagmaldnsdauaddulnudidniuade
9917 M LAAIWAIHTUINTIWTIN UL TaAaTTUlULA
wasfatundaznay wiazyuruliunfgauvisnitevaslne
wwafanle
wa v A oo A a ] . Y a o ¢
LANW I U DINLS1638N037 Living Thai IRLdaaNa e tuN
Lﬁamiaammuagué”g AN #1610 é’aqmiﬁa:ﬁ%fuﬂgﬂ
AIUTALFAINAAN AT ML T I 2I WP FaL LH N AN UFN AT
AUANNADINITVDINANA ATITLEARE IFUNINATIAHNTUA
NI LR TudgeRasiiue inaglideyauinds
o | = ] | w X Add
ANIAALEAILLTIY 6 Havtas LHUAUANTILIINGN
NRANUTNAULLU NI SN ElFLATINTRMUN A9 209 F.e..
115N 3AR8iU Usenaudigd@inanuwansuadlasenis Maison
et Objet 1 2555, lasenslnawindail (Thai Navatasilp),
1a39N15U3EMIARAANUTNHADNTTHLEIE5 198358 1138 Innovative
Craft Award 599 2, 1a59NITWAILNNEANUNTNHRILINE DN
% a %3 & Aa C% 1 %
(Green Craft), 1ATINMINRINHART UM A URA NI TN INTNE
NNIDBULHT (Global Ethnics) kazlasansweumnnanim
FU1TNW ﬂuﬁ&iﬂLﬁ%uﬁam%wﬁmq@mmw >



s3auandli Innovative Craft Showcase wisiilu 6 #aseos
aulazananngg A ool aduayunazdoain
Things of beauty are a joy to behold, at the Innovative Craft Showcase.

Living Thai | 19



> AL BBUNERIRIANAANNYDIURInAaTIN “Aee
WIANIIN+AALs AauIRNITHVRINUAAUFADNTTN WALIN
wamwmuﬁ’um@ﬁ@mﬂ%mmm:"s’aqﬁLﬂugﬁﬁcyzywﬁaﬂﬁu
sméhaﬂ'wLﬁuqﬁﬂ@@ﬂé’mﬁmﬁmL@ﬂl%l,ﬁumiaﬁ%’ﬂluvl,ﬂ
dugfidygrdunileiineradszgnanidunmsasinlulans
I 1 ) v a 6 =3 I

nanetduaulnd nareduauuindall. . 15 NetIna1ne199

=3 & 1 o = ld‘ o U a £
NINUNTUAAGY 191Tenas lRensNazy R uAaLRnNTIN
= > L% = vV oa $% It =2 a C%
fanaviuady Gegaladuslne udrfiidumsfsdaddinnnssu
aaAnvatAN ATy Masduganane”

INANIBNAIRENINARN AT LA BaLaA T “Rustic Awakening”
G?Ni'f@l,l,ama%ilummaﬁ NlFusstiuaalaniainiasagLaeniey
LAZLASBIUTZALUDITIIYT b LA3BIUTZAUUDITUHINTZLAT B

A a a v o= &

aagnEIumsaaNsludedlrd a3 rassdduguaulanln
Fa09H TN FUNS 08 10a VDTN UTITHNIN WU

% & & &, £ I E% U
ananwal Ananatdunseiiuaialagnisaiianasuii Wall Art
Tulrgaszniann

(&19) 9 Wall Art siuadsudananl@usaiueanalawazldinailnvasnisvitinalne

(Below) Modern, mesmerising Wall Art, created using a technique derived
from Thai kites.
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OPEN House™

anunnagdineasfioussnanlunudugauauiuadis uazlaauazgan
Thai classical designs shine through in this quilted patchwork Wall Art.

Innovative Craft Showcase:
Exceptionally Inspired

Story Ampanmala  Photes Sirapat Valaiphatchra

For more than a decade, the SUPPORT Arts and Crafts International
Centre of Thailand (SACICT) has steadfastly upheld its mission of
promoting Thailand’s priceless heritage in the sphere of arts and
crafts, in ways that generate income for craftspeople throughout
the country.
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A sampling from the "Very Thai" collection of innovative creations.

Through the application of creatively thought-out strategies of integrated development, SACICT
has successfully brought about the creation of incredibly innovative handicrafts, known locally as
“Navatasilp” These are works of a genuine contemporary outlook that still manage to reflect the local
way of Thai life. These much admired products are capturing the hearts of modern consumers
worldwide and blazing a trail of inspiration for the younger generation of budding Thai craftsmen.

Examples of these novel creations — currently on display at the Innovative Craft Showcase located
on the second-floor gallery at SACICT’s headquarters in Phra Mingmangala Pavilion in Bangsai,
Ayutthaya province — include an aromatic lampshade inspired by the traditional mobile hangings used
in auspicious ceremonies; and a modern, chic sofa reminiscent of the traditional hod or clam-shaped
basket, created with bamboo, wires and ropes using the same string-tie technique as applied in
traditional Chula kites.

“We use every chance we get to spotlight our exemplary prototypes created under the Innovative
Thai Crafts Project developed by SACICT with the help of talented designers,” says Ms Kesada Srisawasdi,
the gallery’s manager. “Visionary creativity is brought into play in re-creating local handicrafts, thereby
successfully adding more value to the products, which in turn allows handicraft makers greater access

to international markets. —
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INNOVATIVE
CRAFT

negT eaTad Gaamsdheuinisvainsans e.el.
Ms Kesada Srisawasdi, in charge of Gallery Management at SACICT.

- "Our target consumers constitute two categories. New
and emerging artists as well as craft lovers form the first
group, while the second encompasses the general public.
Commercially speaking, the results have been impressive.
After introducing our prototype products at trade fairs abroad,
we have received plenty of orders,” says Ms Kesada,
elaborating further:

"But even more important is the pride we engender in
creating a new perception of Thai arts and crafts, by illustrating
our adaptive adroitness in coming up with something that
is wonderfully new from something that has always been
familiar. Before this project was initiated, Thai handicrafts
were generally perceived as something rather old-fashioned.
But not any longer. Thanks to a perfect blending of rural
craftsmanship and innovative creativity, Thai Navatasilp
products are now a popular modern-lifestyle choice in the
form of furniture and decorative items, especially at hotels
and resorts.”

Pressing further her point, Ms Kesada says, “Indeed,
we have an increasing number of visitors who are employed
in the hospitality and interior design industries. There are
also art students from schools and universities who come
here to enjoy the exhibition and take notes on our masterpiece

creations.”
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Occupying a spread of 1,000 square metres in a state-

of-the-art setting, spotlighted with eye-catching designs

and unorthodox creations, the Innovative Craft Showcase

exhibits a large collection of imaginative craftwork assembled

: from local communities all across the country.

“Previously, we called this exhibition area Living Thai,

. where we displayed our new products. More recently, and

in keeping with fast-changing global trends, SACICT renovated

i the place and now we use this spacious gallery to

showcase our Navatasilp or new art creations of innovation,”
Ms Kesada says.

The exhibition hall consists of six main rooms displaying,
repectively: remarkable Thai creations from the Maison et
Objet 2012 collection, products under the Thai Navatasilp
project, winning designs from the 2" Innovative Craft Award,
home decorative and gift items under the Green Craft project,

ethnic-inspired products from the Global Ethnics project,

and premium handicrafts from SACICT's Ban Kudnakham

Arts and Crafts Centre in Sakon Nakhon province. -

Thai Navatasilp products are now a

popular modern-lifestyle choice.
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To keep visitors enthralled, products showcased in the gallery are changed
at regular intervals.
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- "When you add cutting-edge techniques to local artistic
knowledge and create something extraordinary, that result
is what we call Thai Navatasilp. For instance, some of our
designers have created their metal lacquerwork by borrowing
wood lacquering techniques. Whilst bearing in mind the
market trends and needs, we intricately design each and
every item to best grab the attention of consumers, both
domestic and international. We also place strong emphasis
on expanding distribution channels for Thai handicrafts,”
Ms Kesada informs.

To illustrate how adding an innovative touch to simple
materials can turn an ordinary handicraft into something
truly inspiring, Ms Kesada leads us to the “Rustic Awakening”
and the “Very Thai” collections. Rustic Awakening was
inspired by tribal costumes and accessories. By wisely applying
new techniques, the designer came up with diverse product
lines such as vibrant lampshades and magnificent wall art.
Very Thai, meanwhile, features wood and fabric decorative
items that beautifully delineate the magnificence and
elegance of Thailand'’s architectural heritage.

To be amazed by Thai artistry in innovation is not the only
benefit a viewer gets from visiting the gallery. These exhibits
also impart a nostalgic connectivity with the past, figuratively
transporting us to whence it all began: without a doubt,

one clearly sees the lasting impact of our unique heritage.

dandauansfalinnnsnsinae
nn3dwuiHn (Global Ethnics)

Global Ethnics...presents a range
of goods inspired by tribal fabrics.

“For the older generation, this is a means of preserving
the priceless knowledge handed down from generation to
generation. For the youth, this is a mirror reflecting our roots.
Most importantly, here at SACICT we prevent the priceless
knowledge of our invaluable arts and crafts from simply
dying out. For example, SACICT has helped breathe new life
into the historic artistry of Aranyik knives, which have now
made the graceful transition into home decorative items by
simply applying creative patterns on the surfaces.”

Ms Kesada, whose proper designation at SACICT is
Gallery Management Manager, has been a most informative
and wonderful guide. She now concludes our tour with a
poignant observation: “Apart from choosing the right techniques
or the proper materials to create innovative crafts, it requires
a deeply felt and committed understanding and collaboration
between designers and the local communities. When a
community of artisans or craftspeople asks for modern
methods, the designer must push his or her creativity to
the greatest possibilities. And together we move forward
to secure the success whichThai crafts so assuredly deserve
in the global market.”

As the door to the gallery closes gently behind us, our
editorial team departs with lifted hearts, filled with joy and
wonderment.\What we have just witnessed is beyond a doubt
exceptional. Beauty and simplicity, when taken to edifying

heights, does make for an inspirational experience.
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i New Wave™
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Floral-shaped flower vase...another creation stemming from the floral accessories collection.
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Fonthip not only displayed her products at IICF 2013, but also merited a notable
mention in the contest for Innovative Craft Award.
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Fonthip has created her Malai collection by stringing silver petals in much the same manner as actual Thai
jasmine garlands are fashioned.
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Fonthip's creations all exude a genuine Thai-ness in concept.
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Every creation is the result of repeated experimentation, using various materials to-bring about perfection.

Living Thai | 33



i New Wave™

Fonthip Accessories...
Sincerity is Life’s Reward

Story Suwanna Premsote  Photos Fonthip Studio

It was a proud moment for Fonthip Tangviriyamate when she was
announced the winner of “Emerging Designer Award” in the annual
presentation of “Designer of the Year 2007”, organized jointly by the
Department of International Trade Promotion (then the Department of
Export Promotion), Silpakorn University and Thai Graphic Designers
Association. She clearly had impressed the jury with her creative talent
by transforming discarded polyurethane materials into an original
collection of vibrant floral-themed accessories ready for mass market
production.




“My whole idea was to make accessories for export. Thailand at the time was
known only as an OEM producer — making products according to the orders
received, without making our own designs. And | wanted to create a collection
which everyone would always remember — something to help me make a grand

entrance. Something that truly fit the export market. So, | decided to work on

polyurethane synthetic leather and silver, an unusual combination yet to be seen
in Thailand,” Fonthip reflects with joy.

Randomly and unexpectedly — quite like many designers who love to search
for ideas and materials in Bangkok’s open-air wholesale markets like Sampheng
and Klongthom, Fonthip found PU material that sparked her creativity to come
up with an appealing accessory.

Fonthip reveals how much she appreciated her time at Silpakorn University,
where students were taught to work independently and wisely choose materials
to create their works with. It was this positive past that has had such a concrete
influence on her present.

"1 was lucky to have studied there. Silpakorn taught me to learn by doing,
not just thinking or imagining. My whole perspective obviously grew from this
get-go, go-get drive. At university we learnt how to challenge our ideas and take
them a step further. And, of course, to think outside the box...since craftwork
could be designed in any shape or form. For example, a ring doesn’t always have

to be round. That would be boring, no?"” She laughs.

a ¢ v o d vaa 4 ed o
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Accessories of great and delicate beauty are fashioned using only the simplest of hand tools.
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After earning her BA from Silpakorn, Fonthip started on
her road to becoming a fully-fledged designer at Ban Chang
Thong (House Goldsmiths Co., Ltd.). It was at this goldsmith
company where she started pouring her passion forThai art
and history into her job. Fonthip says working at Ban Chang
Thong was like frolicking about in a fun-filled playground,
where her lovely boss gave her ample opportunity to create
her own designs.

“At Ban Chang Thong, | created what | called the ‘Total
Concept’ — an unconventional idea to incorporate old-style
goldsmithy with new material in order to attract younger
customers. The concept helped conserve folk wisdom and
took customers by surprise. Who would have thought we
could mix 24-carat gold with silk?” Fonthip says, describing
the idea as having been borrowed from the concept of Thai
rice and our “divine” cuisine.

With her partner, Chakrabhand Kiratinant, “Fonthip Studio”
was established two years ago. Having turned her own name
into a brand, Fonthip continued working passionately in
designing accessories and went on to win Designer of the
Year 2013 in the jewelry design category last October. The
studio has been organizing a series of workshops to pass
on her knowledge to the next generation: an artist to the

core, indeed.
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The Malai collection is a celebration of Thai cultural values.
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“To preserve such an invaluable heritage of Thai arts and
crafts, we must educate the new generation by teaching
because when students dare to share their different points
of view, this automatically opens my eyes to a brighter
perspective,” says Fonthip. Bravo!

Another notable and much-admired line of silver accessories
she has created is the “Malai” (Garland) collection, whereby
this amazingly talented yet humble designer has ever so
gracefully showcased the unique beauty of petals. Paying
attention to every detail, each and every silverpetal is
intricately moulded to the perfect natural shape. Starting
with a sketch and a prototype for exhibition in Vietnam in
2008, the Malai collection has to date blossomed beautifully,
with newer additions to the beautiful garland collection.

Fonthip explains: “The inspiration for Malai came after
reading articles about the discovery of ancient gold accessories
of the Ayutthaya Period hidden in the ground. The elegance
of antique accessories captured my attention as much as
it amazed me how the craftsmen of old had so intricately
created such thin but highly beautiful metal work. So | began
my own experiment to see how many ways we could transform
a thin piece of metal into an adorable accessory. And after
some rolling, cutting and pressing, hours later we finally
reached our point of success.

“After years of working with resin which had a deleterious
effect on my health, necessitating an operation on my thyroid
gland, | began to think of creating accessories that not only
brought something new to the table but something toxic-free
as well. And that's why | chose to do more crafting and less

welding in the creating process.”
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Synonymous with its name, the Malai collection represents
the "garland way of Thai life”’ Needless to say, the collection
became very popular among customers and began to be
used widely in many Thai auspicious ceremonies, particularly
traditional weddings.

“Working with many respectable craftsmasters has
definitely had a strong influence on me and made me who
| am today, which is to say, someone who loves Thai-ness and
appreciates the work that can only be accomplished skilfully
with dedicated hands and not by machinery,” says Fonthip.

“When | was at university, | often went to the library and
found myself much engrossed in books about the history
ofThai art. Surprisingly, many of the books | found enjoyable
were in English. There were some in the Thai language too,
but | remember they were not in attractive covers compared

to English ones,” she laughs.

More seriously, Fonthip's designs are able to reflect her
impressions and thoughtful taste with regard to the expertise
of Thai craftsmanship. “With all my heart | intentionally aim
to incorporate the old-school methods of crafting, which |
then adapt with mindful respect into my works. | believe
this helps to create something new and distinctive, while
still being admirably true to the origins. Yes, practice makes
perfect, and therefore coming up with new ideas every day
helps improve my artistic skills. But most importantly it also
leads to enhancing my intangible heritage,” Fonthip explains,
adding ruefully: “Regrettably, many crafting techniques have
been buried in the ground with our craftsmasters.”

Bringing her remarkable products for the world to see,
the brilliant designer has exhibited her accessories collections
inVietnam and Singapore as well as at the International Innovative
Craft Fair (IICF), organized by the SUPPORT Arts and Crafts

International Centre of Thailand (SACICT). Her works immediately

grabbed the attention of fairgoers. Even more interestingly,
Fonthip’s growing popularity has led to her products being
made available for sale at several outlets in Bangkok, namely:
Craft Space at Amarin Plaza, the Element Gallery at both
Banyan Tree Bangkok and Banyan Tree Phuket hotels, the
Rayavadee Krabi hotel, and the Tamarind Village hotel in
Chiang Mai. Her products, which are also exported to Denmark
and Kenya, come with lifetime warranties.

Fonthip believes her achievement derives from a steadfast
belief which she sums up as: “To continue on this path,
keeping faith in your principles is very important. Although
it may seem like a rough road ahead, itis truly a joyride. | am
proud to say that after earning the respect of our customers
that my path has turned out to be an endless journey of joy.
For me, making pots of money by mass-producing something

has never been an attraction. That is not my goal. What

matters is to create something meaningful that can leave
alasting impression, something of value, wisdom-wise,” says
Fonthip. Now that is a truly magical motive, from someone
whose name means “magical rain”

Today at Fonthip Studio, she and her business partner
Chakrabhand Kiratinant continue their journey in design.
But like any other standout design, they must also deal with
the copycats. “I look at it as a learning process. Interestingly,
the copycat versions often point us in an even brighter and
clearer direction, so | think | owe them a big thank-you,”
she smiles with nonchalance. Most of all, the two stick to
their work ethic: to create the best products, measurable
not in price or quantity but in quality.

“When you work with utmost passion and real commitment,

you automatically disregard how much money you make,

as more importantly, the wisdom and invaluable experience

you gain are the real profits in life.”
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Hobbycrafts

Venue: The Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre (SECC)
Glasgow, Scotland

March 6 - 9, 2014

Taking place at Scotland's premier venue during March 6-9
this year, Hobbycrafts fair is set to stir your creativity with
a profusion of arts and crafts all in one place.

The fourday fair features a wide range of craft materials
and supplies, latest innovations in crafts, plus a variety of
On Stand Mini Make &Take Workshops and Demonstrations
— from stamping, paper crafting, card making, to jewelry
making and beading, etc. A list of craft experts will, meanwhile,
be on hand to share their ideas and techniques. In brief,
Hobbycrafts truly is a “dont miss” event for craft lovers.

Visit www.hobbycraftshow.co.uk/glasgow for more
details.
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Sugarloaf Crafts Festival: Somerset

Venue: Somerset, New Jersey, USA

March 21 - 23, 2014

Recognized as one of the nation’s largest events of its kind, the Sugarloaf Crafts Festival

celebrates its Spring edition this year with an abundance of admirable handicrafts and much

more.

More than 250 talented artisans from across the United States will turn up in full attendance
to showcase their unique creations in pottery, sculpture, glass, jewelry, fashion, home décor,
furniture and home accessories. There are also items for the garden, and photography.

Furthermore, for emerging artists, the fair is set to be the perfect stage to illustrate their unique
arts and crafts including handmade fashion and accessories, eye-catching jewelry designs and

some remarkable fine art.

Last but not least, the festive event also features many interactive demonstrations where
frontline artists will demonstrate their technigues in creating jewelry, stone sculpture, metal

spin, and many more.

Go to www.sugarloafcrafts.com for more information.
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The 16™ Jakarta
International Handicraft

Trade Fair -
INACRAFT 2014

Venue: Balai Sidang Jakarta Convention Centre,
Jakarta, Indonesia

April 23 - 27, 2014

Perfectly in sync with its theme “From Smart Village to
Global Market”, the 16" edition of INACRAFT aims at
showcasing some of the most creative and latest
innovative handicrafts Indonesia has to offer, via a wide
selection of both traditionally handmade and manufactured
handicraft products under one roof.

The annual event, organized by the Association of
Exporters and Producers of Handicrafts of Indonesia
(ASEPTHI), is recognized as one of the biggest and most
comprehensive handicraft fairs in the country. More
importantly, INACRAFT has also been successfully
promoting local handicraft products to visitors from
around the world who join the fair to explore quality crafts
and at the same time seek new opportunities in craft
industries.

For further information about INACRAFT 2014,

visit www.inacraft.co.id
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\ Inside SACICT*

ldentity of slam’

Pays Tribute to Her Majesty the Queen

The SUPPORT Arts and Crafts International Centre of Thailand (SACICT) once again organized
a grand event to honour its Royal Patroness, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit, whose revival of the country’s
priceless folk arts has helped immensely in preserving our artistic heritage while also greatly improving
the quality of life for millions of rural Thais.

This colourful annual tribute — the fifth edition of the “ldentity of Siam"” exhibition — took place at
Siam Paragon shopping complex in Bangkok and lasted five days, from January 16-20, 2014.

Spanning the area from the 1st floor Fashion Hall to the 2nd floor Lifestyle Hall, the exhibition was
themed, “Conserve ASEAN Handicrafts, Proud to Be One" It explored the cultural similarities and

diversity of precious crafts from Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar and Thailand.
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“In this exciting exhibition, we came together in celebration of Her Majesty’s
vision and ingenuity in the conservation of arts and crafts, hand in hand with
the promotion of vocational skills among rural artisans. We chose to highlight her
exemplary achievement in reviving native textile art, as it well portrays our common
cultural roots, our national identity, and the cohesive spirit of our communities,”
said SACICT Director Mrs Pimpapaan Charnsilpa.

The show's highlight featured unique patterns and exquisite weaving technigues,
reflecting the harmony and cultural ties that bind ASEAN. The exhibits were
categorised under two main groups: batik fabrics from Indonesia, Malaysia and
Thailand, and woven textiles from Laos, Myanmar and Thailand.

Textile masters from the five nations were present to share experiences and
display their masterpieces. Demonstrations of weaving techniques and the selection
of handicraft products from each ASEAN country also drew great interest.

Masterpieces created by expert weaver Khru Suntree Khanadnit of Sukhothai,
and by Thai batik master Khru Supoj Supsathien of Ang Thong, proved a major
crowd-puller, while actress Ranita Techasit turned many heads as she modeled
the exquisite creations.

Visitors to the five-day exhibition also gained much insight into the vital role

SACICT continues to play in promoting Thai handicrafts. 2
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SACICT
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The miniature vessels at Ananchai Thai Boat Museum have all been crafted under procedures used in making real boats.
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Today, those who are interested can visit Ananchai Thai Boat Museum at its temporary
location in Rama || Memorial Park, Amphawa district, Samut Songkhram.
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Ananchai Thal Boat Museum
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The Chalom Thaiyuan is made of Takian wood. Having a curved bottom, this vessel is good for cargo transportation, as a hawker's boat and for coastal fishing.
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(Top) At the museum, visitors can enjoy making a dug-out boat.
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(Left) The exhibition zone showcases materials, instructions and realistic models
of Thai boats from the past.
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. THE VILLAGE Trail*

VESSELS OF BEAUTY,
SOATS OF LIFE

Story Suwanna Premsote  Photos Sirapat Valaiphatchra

Just over an hour’s drive away from the hustle and bustle of busy
Bangkok is a tranquil parcel of land wrapped in the lush greenery

of an orchard, from where one discerns the whisper of a river flowing
somewhere nearby. This then is the 400-sgm site where a brand new
museum is taking shape in Samut Songkhram, a province famed for
its coastal mangroves and salt flats.
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It is recorded that Thailand has the largest variety of domestic boats (29) in the world.

The museum is still under construction and it will be some time before its
doors are opened to the public, though its artistic curatorcum-owner is an
established hand in the fields of handicraft and architecture. Ananchai Chunnitinan
began making miniature boats as a hobby many years ago. Today he is well-known
as one of the country's specialists in miniature Thai boats. In 2007 he launched
an exhibition, “Ananchai Thai Boats’ showcasing models of traditional boats in a
depiction of rural life by the river in Thailand. This turned out to be his first
ready-to-install mobile museum, which roamed the country, drawing much acclaim.

“Before setting up this museum, | opened my house as a learning centre.
A miniature boat I'd made was awarded the accolation of a five-star OTOP —
One Tambon One Product — creation. | have always welcomed students from
all over; they visit me to explore the traditional way of life by the river. In fact,
mine has been a kind of pop-up exhibition: | only set it up whenever a group
was coming, after they'd gone I'd pack the exhibits away for another time.
| don't have a large enough space at my present home to house a permanent

museum,” says Ananchai. -
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- "One day, the idea of expanding the business just
popped up. | thought to myself: if | just stayed here selling
miniature boats, nothing much was going to happen, was it?
| recalled that for my graduation from King Mongkut Institute
of Technology at Lad Krabang campus, | wrote a thesis on
museums. That's how | got this idea to set up a proper
museum. It definitely was a challenge for me, but I've always
wanted to try newer and difficult things. The idea turned
into something concrete when | obtained permission for
my plan from the Department of Fine Arts, Ministry of Culture.
And that’s how the Ananchai Thai Boat Museum has come
into being.”

The plan is to have the museum divided into four main
sections: 1) The evolution of Thai boats, 2) Process of making
a dug-out boat, 3) Varieties of Thai traditional boats, and
4) Riverine life in Thailand.

The first three zones will exhibit materials, instructions,
realistic models of Thai boats from the past, and a wide
dissemination of hard-to-find knowledge about Thai boats.
The fourth zone will exhibit the lives of Thai people by the
river. The realisation of this zone, Ananchai explains, reflects
the creativity that goes into making an almost-realistic
riverine community and is inspired by old photographs and
legendary accounts acquired from the National Archives.

“Thai Boats and Lives by the River reflect our ancestors’
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Ananchai uses teak in creating his model boats, so that they will last a long time.

deep insight though expressed in a very simple manner.
An ordinary boat may look so easy to make, yet the small
and detailed processes that go into its making reveal so
much wisdom, so much passion,” Ananchai explains.

This museum clearly aims for simplicity in presentation,
but the careful consideration and deep thinking of the skilled
curator cannot but shine through. Indeed, the clever simplicity
of presentation received the "Inventor's Award” from the
National Research Council of Thailand when the style was
first exhibited back in 2007 In the new museum, as many
as 20 replicas of traditional Thai boats are to be exhibited
with grace and value.

“The ‘Reua Maad' boat is a dug-out, from a single log of
ironwood. Reua Maad is used for commuting and can be
decorated in various styles — with or without roof and cabin.
Aroof and seats may be installed as needed when travelling
long distances, to protect its commuters from the weather.
For some affluent owners, a cabin may be installed to add
a touch of luxury and comfort. The cabin is also made of
wood, with windows and door. The roof itself is in the form
of an arch dug out from the same type of wood. Reua Maad
is a multi-purpose boat which can be used for commuting,
for long-distance travel and for transporting goods. Its pointed
bow is cleverly shaped to move ahead with less friction.

Its bulging hull at midships allows the boat to maintain
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Simple hand tools are used in the creation of miniature craft.

balance. This is an authentic Thai boat,” explains Ananchai,
adding that this technique is considered mankind’s most
ancient idea in the realm of boat-building.

The process of building a dug-out boat also includes
techniques to widen the boat's deck and treating the whole
boat over a fire to make the wood expand. These technigues
are clearly elaborated upon at the museum, helping the
viewer to understand.

Ananchai tells us that some Thai boats were actually
influenced by Chinese- or European-style water vessels.
The Chinese”Sampan” type of boat was actually derived
from saam (three) and pang (board). King Rama Il introduced
this kind of boat to Siam from China. As the Siamese
boat-builders would have it, the Sampan boat grew to include
five boards, with the largersized boat being more graceful
and delicate-looking. But the name stuck.

The 20 varieties of rare Thai boats include, for example,
Reua Pap, Reua lamjun, Reua Khem (needle), Reua Phai Ma
(Horse rowboat), Reua Khang Kradan, Reua Chala, Reua\Waed,
Reua Krachaeng, Reua |-Pong, Reua Hang Maengpong
(Scorpion-tailed), and Reua Phi Lok. On display will be almost
all of the 20 kinds, supported by available evidence.

“The Thai people have the largest number of different
domestic boats in the world. The renowned anthropologist
back in classical Siam, Phraya Anuman Rajadhon, said in his
journal ‘Feun Kwam Lang’ (Reviving Old Times) that there
were as many as 29 variants of the Thai boat. According to
his account, many types of Thai boats had become extinct

long before his time. He further explained that the Thai people

were inventors and designers. They invented and designed
many things to facilitate their lives. Once functionality was
attained, they then turned to the aesthetics,” says Ananchai.

Each Thai boat model created by Ananchai stems from
a cumulative trove of knowledge and persistent, countless
experiments. The method he uses to build these miniature
boats are 80 to 90 per cent similar to those used in making
real boats. Most importantly, he focuses on his personally
calculated ratio, a method he honed after learning from his
predecessors. His choice of material for his boat models is
so unigue it makes all his boats look beautiful and durable:

he uses teakwood for the body and the stem of coconut

fronds to create the cabin, instead of using bamboo strips

or teak pulp as widely used in the Ayutthaya period.

“Teakwood has its own value and properties because
of its density. It is not too soft and not too hard. And the
most important thing about teakwood is that it is resistant
to termites.”

Furthermore, his craftwork is almost 100 per cent hand-made.

A minuscule portion involves electrical instruments. “My

main tools are the saw, plane, hammer and chisel. Other
equipment include the electric drill and polisher.” He points
out that each boat'’s blueprint must be remembered by heart
before taking the first step. Indeed, he can in his mind’s
eye picture every single detail — shape, form, proportion
and measurements — of the model before starting on the
miniature itself.

"“It's like you remember the entire lyrics of a song when
singing. It makes my work process smooth and may even
allow a little room for improvisation,” Ananchai laughs.

Before Ananchai turned to seriously making model boats
in the year 2000, he worked as an architect while giving
lectures at the Ayutthaya Ship Building Industrial Technology
College in Ayutthaya province, and at King Mongkut Institute
of Technology’s North Bangkok campus. But for certain,

his entire life has revolved around making model boats. —

‘It’s like you remember the entire lyrics
of a song when singing. It makes my

: work process smooth and may even

allow a little room for improvisation.’
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Besides model boats, souvenirs in the form of painted postcards, brooches, etc,
are on sale at Ananchai Thai Boat Museum.
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- He has been passionate about boats since childhood.
When he was ready to get on with his life, he enrolled at
the Ayutthaya Ship Building Industrial Technology College.
He said he remembers that his school days were very intense,
as he was the only student in the class.
“I'm lucky that | had Ajarn Paitoon Khaomala as my mentor.
My instructor wrote four books about Thai boats and that's
where most of my knowledge has come from. | can say that
he's very proud of me, as at the very beginning | started
with not a shred of knowledge about making boats. He taught
me how to wield my instruments, use sandpaper to polish
pieces of wood, plane wooden boards. Yes, it was hard work.
Back in college, there was not a single labour-saving electrical
device. Everything had to be done by these two hands.
Actually, there were some electrical instruments but | wasn't
allowed to use them. | still think about it today and it surprises
me how | survived those tests of endurance. | realize that
it was all for my own good; my instructor needed to see if
| was taking things seriously enough or not, whether | was
really committed. Which, of course, | was.”
Today, Ananchai Chunnitinan stands at a point from
| where he is able to see the light at the end of the tunnel.
And that light is his longed-for museum, a project he has
| built from scratch, in the beautiful riverine district of Amphawa
‘ which is already a popular cultural destination in Samut
Songkhram.
A long time ago, this place was home to many graceful
Reua Chalom (sailboats without engines) which plied the
rivers to trade in shrimp paste, fish sauce and salted fish,
I all the way to Ayutthaya, Samut Sakhon, Phetchaburi, Prachuab
Khiri Khan and Chon Buri. The Reua Chalom is what Ananchai

describes as made to optimum and perfect proportions.
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Sampan Chang boat...a passenger boat of days gone by.

“Right now, I've finished the design of the museum.
It's situated only 2 kilometres from the present location at
Rama Il Park in Amphawa. | am sure everything will be ready
within the year. The building is a simple, elevated Thai-style
house. The upper floor will be used as my residence and
exhibition area. Though it may look Thai, it is built with
absolutely modern concepts, with reinforced concrete
structure, with minimalist Thai pattern, elevated floor and
wooden partitions.

"From my learn-as-you-go experience, |'ve come to
know that this knowledge of riverine life, of constructing
houses and building boats, is priceless. It's not just a design,
it amounts to accumulated wisdom from the hearts and
souls of people who lived by the water. Thai people have
built towns by the rivers, and have conducted their daily
lives and occupations on the rivers. \We are — or at least till
recently have been —ariver people and we travel over water.
Nowadays, that kind of lifestyle has gone. People have turned
to driving cars on concrete roads. The riverine civilisation
is fading away day by day. | personally think that boats are
worth taking a look at and studying, so | want to share what
| know with the world.”

Ananchai hopes that, in the near future, people who travel
to Amphawa will think of the cultural route — the learning
centre atWat Bang Phlab, Phaya Sor, Bang Noi floating market,
Historical Camp Bang Kung, Thai Cat Museum —and Ananchai
Thai Boat Museum.

Besides his Thai boat exhibition, Ananchai is also proud
to present a large selection of activities for all age groups —
demonstrations for adults and colouring activity for kids —
in an effort to make this place a true living museum.
"Boat-building is not just about making boats from pieces
of wood. Boat-building is what makes us hone our powers
of concentration. Boat-building makes us human. It has
changed my life.”

For the time-being, those who are interested in Ananchai
Thai Boats can visit his pop-up museum at Rama || Memorial
Park, Amphawa district, Samut Songkhram province.

Admission is free. #2
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The past and present converge in the Floating Market, which includes this
restaurant.
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Thailand is celebrated the world over for its beautiful landscape and
architecture, its art and culture, and the myriad tourist attractions of
diverse nature. It is hardly surprising, then, that film makers of
international repute have often chosen this country as the ideal setting
for their blockbusters.

Long before the government launched its policy of promoting international filming here, Thailand had
welcomed film crews of such hits as Around the World in 80 Days in the 1950s; The Ugly American
in the 60s; James Bond films — Man with the Golden Gun and Tomorrow Never Dies; Rambo Ill and 1V,
Star Wars (Episode Ill); The Deer Hunter; The Beach; Air America and others during the following
decades. The more recent productions include Alexander the Great, The Lady, Shanghai, as well as
Lost in Thailand, a Chinese budget film which has drawn millions of tourists from mainland China to this

country.
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Scenes of life from the Ayutthaya and Early Rattanakosin eras have been
meticulously revived at Ancient City.
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Sanphet Prasat, the magnificent throne hall of Ayutthaya, has been reconstructed
from an in-depth study of ancient chronicles.

Celebrated director Oliver Stone chose Ubon Ratchathani
province as an important location for his blockbuster Alexander
the Great. French filmmaker Luc Besson made Pathum Thani
the backdrop for his film on Myanmar's political icon Aung
San Suu Kyi in the Franco-British co-production, The Ladly.
Even Shanghai, an American wartime drama based on the
city of that name, was shot inThailand and not in the People’s
Republic of China.

What has been nothing short of incredible is that the
budget film Lost in Thailand — which was filmed mainly in
Thailand with the focus on the northern capital of Chiang Mai
— proved to be a powerful magnet that has drawn millions
of tourists from mainland China toThailand in recent months.
The numbers keep flying in on the trail of this superhit
comedy.

It would indeed be quite correct to say that this is a
golden age forThailand as a favoured location for international
film-making. “Last year alone, Thailand witnessed a phenomenal
increase in the number of international film crews working
on locations in different parts of the country. There were
altogether 717 of them, a record-breaking increase of 22 per
cent from the previous year. Together they generated
2.173 billion baht in revenues for our country,” reveals Acting
2" |t Arnupap Gaesornsuwan, Director-General of Department

of Tourism (DOT), Ministry of Tourism and Sports. —
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The exquisite Hor Phra Kaew edifice, as seen in the film The Hangover 2.

- Miss Ubolwan Sucharitkul, director of the DOT's Film
Division, says, “Eighty per cent of these film crews opted
for locations in national parks where there are beautiful
natural resources. Other favourite sites are our temples and
archaeological structures under the care of the Department
of Fine Arts, Ministry of Culture. Most importantly, they feel
that we offer qualified human resources as well as quality
props and equipment all at very reasonable prices. Even our
man-made creations are magical, such as Ancient City, a
unique concept that has brought together in one place the
many historical monuments and various cultural lifestyles
from all across Thailand.”

Ancient City, or Muang Boran inThai, has indeed become

a favourite filming location for both local companies and

66 | Living Thai

international filmmakers. Located in Samut Prakan on the
southern outskirts of Bangkok, here is aThailand in miniature,
downscaled to an expanse of 800 rai (316.3 acres) and
housing replicas of architectural structures and sculptures
from different periods — Ayutthaya, Thon Buri and Early
Rattanakosin up to the present time.

Owing to the ingenuity and dedication of its founder,
the late Mr Lek Wiriyabhandhu, Ancient City conveys an
authentic atmosphere of “Thai-ness” across every inch of
this little kingdom. From the entrance, the peaceful charm
of Thai life greets visitors every day. An Early Rattanakosin
market, Talat Bok (Land Market) reflects the centre of activity
of every Thai town as seen in any Thai period drama on

television.
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The Floating Market and its environs at Ancient City.

In the town square, there is a clock tower, small shops
and rowhouses lining the streets. A drugstore, gold shop,
theatre, and food shops, all are there. In the alleys, one can
see an opium house, a brothel, drinking houses and more.

Down the street are a carpenter’s and a silversmith's
which were built in the first phase of the Ancient City some
50 years ago. The place is still open as a learning centre of
Thai culture for foreign and domestic visitors alike.

In the northern zone, one can see plants and trees from
the cooler climes, out of which protrude the spires of
Lanna-styled pagodas as well as the traditional houses of
northern Thailand. There are also original structures of the
Tai folk culture which were transported to this site and
re-assembled. A Buddha image which once was stolen but
then retrieved, is also on display.

In its so-called Central Plain, the various throne halls of
Ayutthaya have been carefully re-constructed in a downscaled
size but painstakingly maintaining the glorious beauty of
the past. Many of these structures have been admired in
Suriyothai, the epic film on the heroic queen of Thai folklore.
Palaces, temples, and communities of the olden days have
been well portrayed, reminding us of Thai life across
centuries past.

One outstanding feature is the Hor Phra Kaew (Chamber
of the Crystal Buddha), an octagonal structure duplicated
from Ayutthaya period. Rising above the water, the chamber
houses all the precious tributes for Siamese rulers, as

pictured in Todd Phillips’ film The Hangover 2.

Ancient City also boasts its own Floating Market, an
authentic Thai feature that has been used as the backdrop

to many movies, including Yamada: Samurai of Ayothaya, a

¢ Thai film about a Japanese samurai who served in the court

of Siam, which has been screened with success throughout

¢ Japan.

Ancient City also offers a scintillating vista of religious
buildings — Buddhist temples, Brahman sanctuaries, Catholic
churches, Islamic mosques representing diverse faiths and
beliefs.

“To the international community, not only is Thailand a

favourite tourist destination but also a great location for

any film. The locations are ready, the technical facilities and
equipment, as well as the professional crew, all are at hand
to help generate greater income for our economy,” the
directorgeneral confirms.

To contact the Thailand Film Office, call +66 (0) 2219 4010-17
or visit www.thailandfilmoffice.com.

To contact Ancient City, call +66 (0) 2 323 4094 or visit

{ www.ancientsiam.com 5
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| have received a copy of SACICT Living Thai magazine

_ S _ WA
:and have read every column in the publication. It is well  :: . '
b = o o A £% k% a a o U 1
~~~~~~~~~~~~ - illustrated and all photos are very beautiful. By the way, = & 1#3ULIDIANEUALIRINARYN Adudnhaulasnnuses
| wish the editorial team would feature some of the DENAANUUAL

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ palaces in and around Thailand. -
: IAWS dniw

MAIBU NNU.

My remark is that it would be very useful for the readers  ::
should the publication date be identified by the month. ................................................................................................

The issue | received was marked No 5/2013. o )
| found the cover of SACICT Living Thai No 6/2013

I strongly commend the publisher for this quality publication.  impressively beautiful. Ajarn Samarn Klungchaturat has
| wish you all great health. '~ indeed painted another masterpiece of His Majesty's
. royal portrait. | wish to see a special publication focusing

:  Aree Pongsantisuk
~~~~~~~~~~~ Bangkok Noi, Bangkok

exclusively on the royal portraits of Their Majesties the
King and Queen and featuring interviews of those

master painters and artists.

. Thitiporn Suparb
" Talingchan, Bangkok
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Interested readers may now peruse SACICT Living Thai online at www.sacict.or.th and are welcome to send in suggestions and
comments to: SACICT Living Thai, Editorial Department, Feature Co., Ltd., 23/18 Soi Ruam Rudee, Ploenchit Road, Lumpini, Pathumwan
District, Bangkok 10330. Or e-mail to: sacict.thai@gmail.com.
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Those whose letters are selected for publication will receive a special gift as a token of appreciation. All letters are subject to editing at the editor’s discretion.
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| came across and got to know SACICT Living Thai
magazine by chance. One day, | was heading for
Silpakorn University and dropped by the Phufa Shop
to buy something. On the showcase, | saw a magazine
with Her Majesty'’s portrait on the cover. While flipping
through, | was compelled to buy a copy but was
told by the cashier it was not for sale. | was a little
embarrassed but felt it was worth getting to know
this magazine. | then ordered a cup of coffee and
sat down to read the magazine.

| am writing today to greet the magazine's working
group and compliment all out loud for doing a great

job. Your magazine is great...it's so readable.

A Palace Fringer
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Siam Commercial Bank, Chidlom Branch, Savings A/C No. 001-549715-3

nsandvluadasauidn wioulonansnisgas=isuui:

theaudnduwus Uneans SACICT Living Thai 23/18 309S0UNA NUUIWAUIAM
IVOIAUWT IVAUNUSU NSainwet 10330 néoIwWnsuRkUNeiay 0 2254 6839
n§ondiua: sacict.thai@gmail.com dounuvoyalmuIRUrSoNU=UN & sulAR
theaudnduwus Unedas SACICT Living Thai InsAwri 0 2254 6898-9 510 60

Remarks: Please mail your completed application form, along with proof of payment to:
SACICT Living Thai, Subscription Department, 23/18 Soi Ruam Rudee,

Ploenchit Road, Khwaeng Lumpini, Pathumwan District, Bangkok 10330

or send by fax to 0 2254 6839 or by e-mail to: sacict.thai@gmail.com

For enquiries and suggestions, please contact:

SACICT Living Thai, Subscription Department Tel. 0 2254 6898-9 ext. 60

IUWaSUTEIASNNe1oNaIsIA/ This application form may be photocopied.
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Showcase™

@ﬂ(h + DONJAI (inspired)
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Presented here is an artistic ceramics collection created by the talents at Ban Kutnakham Arts and Crafts
Centre in Sakon Nakhon province, in conjunction with the Silpacheep Product Development Project.
Deriving inspiration from the traditional betel-nut box and adding their flair for contemporary art,

the artisans have come up with a collection of ceramic home décor items suitable for both indoor
and outdoor placement. Each article portrays the unigueness and folk wisdom of Isan, the northeastern
region of Thailand.

A =
& ¢ ¢ @
Malo 1 (Donjai 1) 25cm.X30cm.  Bua: 315 un/baht each
Malo 2 (Donjai 2)  28cm.X17cm.  Bua: 315 un/baht each
falo 3 (Donjai 3)  21em.X17cm.  Bua: 265 un/baht each
falo 4 (Donjai 4)  28cm.X13cm.  Bua: 265 un/baht each

Malo 5 (Donjai 5)  20cm.X9.5cm.  Bua: 265 un/baht each

Male 6 (Donjai 6)  7.5cm.X13cm.  Bua: 125 un/baht each

X

fale 7 (Donjai 7)  9em.X11cm.  Bua: 160 un/baht each

ANNLNG © J9UUG 50 Tn
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WlALIAUKUESSSUBR
Woven silk with colour dots from natural dye

\ o wnsa: 1,050 un/baht per metre

WIWURDIHUIAUKUESSSUBIA
Silk scarf with colour dots from natural dye

68 cm. x 185 cm. Bua: 1,050 uan/bant each
0:0
0 1
naunathlKuuaKUUIUKOdE
Ban Hua Faai Silk Weavers Group

winaulkanivnuniedondsssusn
Shawl, natural-dyed cotton

70 cm. x 190 cm. Bua: 1,575 un/baht each

> :

WIKuMNUNinedoudsssuBIn
Blanket, natural-dyed cotton
100 cm. x 200 cm. Bua: 1,260 uan/baht each

*

o o3e
NAUENEoUASSSUTIRKUDIUIUAT
Nong Bua Daeng Natural-Dyed Cotton Group
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0§0
naudngoudsssugnuiualiaos
Ban Song Pleuy Natural-Dyed Textile Group

wrAAlAzNManuthodougsssusin
Table covers, natural-dyed cotton

wWasavunNINuniugoudsssusin
Placemats, natural-dyed cotton

30 cm. x 45 cm. Bua: 270 un/baht each

g

naudgouASIWUIUAYT (pTn)
Ban Khamkha Indigo Natural-Dyed
Textile Group (Phu Thai)

s:6n
Raya

30 cm. x 169 cm.
douniusinIktinSu
Shelf price

auledudn ausnamsiolin / Interested buyers please contact

AuddviasuAaundws:1a1aus:nA (9ANISUKBU) riSo ALA.U.

Ins. 035 367 054-9 InNsa1s 035 367 051 &UmOU 1289
SACICT

The SUPPORT Arts and Crafts International Centre of Thailand (Public Organization)
Tel : +66 (0) 35 367 054-9 Fax : +66 (0) 35 367 051 Call Center 1289
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@ gudditasuAdavrdwseninaUuscsina (8AANISHNITN)
The SUPPORT Arts and Crafts International Centre of Thailand (Public Organization)

SACICT

Audduasufalnsenitedseina (eadnmsumivy) wissuhdumAaurdnuazdauinanssulneiudiu
naudngusuulviinaunaunufauinanssulvenianudsealn aeeu munzdunisiduvesdin
ARUTUTNAUNINNYIY 0 81ANSHLABATVI0N YINBINAEIUALTIUYN (Royal Project Zone)

wiouwslvaaga grulanarangaunn s AudnsAduTuNs wangn YU 3 UShu Thai Craft Market wayiuil




|
3

TSASS
AR
iz «fAM:.«»:»»

(1IN Y

'H'&V,‘_\;': 1"“\‘{‘ ! M\' N

/

THAILAND TOURISM STANDARD

Quality + Safety + Satisfaction

Look for this Trust Mark for
Excellence in Service

Department of Tourism

Cares for Your Safe and Happy Travel
www.tourism.go.th




