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A Mother Revered by the Thai People

It has been said there is no district across the length and breadth of the Kingdom which
Her Majesty the Queen has not visited, to see for herself how her people conduct their
daily lives.

From the day of the Royal Wedding on April 28, 1950 and Royal Coronation on
May 5 that same year, Queen Sirikit has accompanied His Majesty the King on countless
visits to all regions of the country, many a time through rugged and forbidding terrain.
Together they discovered the harsh conditions the majority of the rural population
were struggling to cope with. In their boundless compassion they initioted maony royal
projects which, to this very day, have served to ease the people’s hardship and thus
immeasurably improve their lot in life.

When the Thais prostrate themselves before Their Majesties. it is with. genuine
reverence in their joyous hearts for the benediction bestowed upon them through the
grace and charity of their King and Queen, the Father and Mother of the Nation, whose
beneficence has transformed their lives for the better a thousand-fold,

A Transformative Beneficence: From Farm Hand to Crafts Expert

Her Majesty has indeed given new life to many fields of traditional Thai arts and
crafts which otherwise would have become extinct today. This marvel of resuscitation
has been achieved by Her Majesty’s deep devotion to.the unique beauty of our cultural
heritage, which has been possed down through the generations in the form of troditional
folk crafts and that singularly superlative construct which, were it not known as Thai silk,
would have been called the gossamer of the gods.

Sadly, this rich heritage would have succumbed to the march of materialism which
has stomped its way through much of the modern world. Happily. Her Majesty intervened,
and the arts of ages past have seen a new dawn. Also, in promoting these traditional
handicrafts, Her Majesty-has provided o more steady means of supplementary income
for the vast majority of the rural folk, thereby vastly improving their living standards and

quality of life.

Realising the endless possibilities presented by Thailand’s wealth of arfifacts,
Her Mujesw_cammdnded the establishment of training centres where farmers and their
children were taught crafi-making skills by expert masters and artisans. In this manner,
the country’s rich cultural heritage has been gradually revived and fine-funed, and
today our proud cultural legacy lives on;, to be enjoyed for generations to come.

Her Majesty initially used her own private funds to set up the SUPPORT Foundation
in 1976, which began with a training centre right in the grounds of Their Majesties’ royal
residence ot Chitralada Palace. It was here that the children from needy rural

families-were accepted for training. This centre became the pioneering model for

the establishment of similar training centres in various provinces.




Long-term Vision Leads to Complete Development

With visionary insight, Her Majesty the Queen realised the necessity of having o
comprehensive strategy of implementation to ensure the sustainability of these arts and crafts
centres, S0 development of the production phase was thus carried out hand in hand with the
creation of market demand. As Her Majesty encouraged villagers to produce arts and crafts to earn
supplementary income, she also took it upon herself to see that these products reached customers
farand wide.

Correctly placing emphasis on, and giving priority to, the quality of products, Her Majesty
personally encouraged and gave advice to the village craftsmen and artisans so that they
continually strove to achieve a finer quality and finesse in their handicrafts. She ensured that the
villagers were trained by the most skilled masters of the SUPPORT Foundation. Villagers who were not
keen on marketing were, meanwhile, able to send their products to the centres for onward sale.

Expansion of the SUPPORT Foundation’s work led to the need for proper marketing, both within
the Kingdom and overseas. Thus, in 1995, royal permission was granted for the establishment of
the SUPPORT Arts and Crafts International Centre of Thailand (SACICT) to be the marketing arm in
promoting Thai arts and crafts at home and abrood.

Royal Guiding Light Attracts World Recognition

For decades Her Majesty has been using all manner of SUPPORT products, setting herself as
a role model customer. And whenever gifts are required for world leaders and eminent dignitaries,
she has herself hand-picked locally-made handicrafts for the presents, so that guests of royalty may
enjoy the beauty of some of the Kingdom's richest arfifacts. The Queen also supports fashion shows
featuring elaborate costumes made from Thaoi silk to promote hand-woven textiles. Accordingly,
handicraft fairs are held throughout the year, with new products on offer.

At state functions and on official visits overseas, Her Majesty is always seen attired in stunning

-‘'gowns and dresses of exquisite hand-woven Thai silk, with eye-catching yan lipao bag in hand.

She has dazzled international audiences with elaborate and intricate SUPPORT products at
exhibitions stagedin the U§, Japan, France and Australia.

Indeed, mere words fail to do justice in describing Her Majesty’s abiding love for the land and
its people. Thanks solely to her vision and dedication, many ancient arts have been brought back
to new glory, ensuring that the burnished torch of Thailand's proud artistic heritage will be passed

. onforgenerations to come,

In celebrating Her Majesty Queen Sirikit's 78th Birthday on August 12, 2010, SACICT joins the
artists and craftspeople in paying homage to our true Saviour of Thai Crafts.
Long Live Her Majesty the Queen.
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Work Title  The Royal Founder of SUPPORT

M AMA AWTHY
Technique Oil on canvas
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Inspiration

In 1978, a few years following graduation, | was given the opportunity to teach at the SUPPORT
Foundation’s Training Centre at Chitralada Villa. Later in Hua Hin where | was working as a
volunteer teacher on some of Her Majesty's projects, | was graciously granted a royal audience for
the first time. So graceful she was, and absolutely involved with the project.

It was such a memorable occasion. | was so overwhelmed by her grace and beauty that, as an
artist, | tried to capture that blissful moment on my canvas. This painting portrays Her Majesty the
Queen during the early days of the SUPPORT Foundation, as a great monarch with boundless
compassion for her people. Through her selfless devotion, Thai arts and crafts have been revived to
their full glory to be celebrated by the world at large. This is not so much a revival of Thai artistry,
but more of a rebirth. It can be said that Her Majesty has really given new life to Thai arts and crafts.
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Artist Sakaya Khunpholpitak
- One of the first teachers af the SUPPORT Foundation
- Specialist in Painting, Division of the Ten Crafts,
Department of Fine Arts
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Work Title  Warm Embrace
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Technique Qil on canvas

HS4UHATA LT

mwdsgivlaruzanifawssnudnd@ing wizuanndiwin nilaunena anAwszignisaiihymasnnsuanynl

=i O - il 3 F
Fasmenind wiznedmosdidn uantaonfianuindudnresuifiidegn TunnFuunszarfiadnuyninu

L

HaNURaINIURANTHAAIDNTIRHNAITNANAToIAAUUNHR I WTEDIAVIHIAT DA 24N1SONUN AR LMIRKD4AIINID
A NynWHiazANavdwlua iluus

-

mMaflasidansswiadie wisusnndiwn naddn Jefu uarduainnudathdn tuidumsvnsefunudals
fiuthn Swdunnuhfuinsesdndforntuliiluentnilidvamlfosndidu Snulumseuinddadeing
Tidunamtunsanzasmdnall nanlavasude wizasdviiunsanauimanaznssaduayulidssaauanédu
AauzinFlunissedn Sunifudldfuld EiuBandeduagldlwidiauing

Inspiration
This painting features Her Majesty the Queen embracing her youngest daughter, HRH Princess
Chulabhorn. It perfectly captures the love of a mother for her child. In painting her royal portrait,
| wish to express my deepest loyalty while highlighting the love, the bonds and the warmth of her
as a mother,

Every Thai is well oware that Her Majesty established SUPPORT arts and crafts centres to raise the
level of artistry and refinement of local folk arts and crafts, which have their roots in the villages.
The work being carried out at these centres helps villagers gain sustainable supplementary income
whereas the artistic heritage is well preserved.

In brief, she is our guiding light in making arts our effective means of living a good life - in terms of
income generation as well as cultural preservation,

Aatu  audnd fndaTTn (Aatudase)
Artist  Somsak Roksuwan (Independent Artist)
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Work Title The Queen of Siam

WAHA AUTNY
Technique Qil on canvas
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Inspiration

Her Majesty the Queen has surrounded herself with Thailand’s rich and unique artifacts, setting a
supreme example for her countrymen. She has single-handedly unfurled cur exquisite hand-made Thai
silks in the hallowed halls of world couture. Through her selfless devotion, our cultural heritage and
many ancient skills are not only enjoying a prominent revival but have become a significant cottage
industry for millions of people in the rural countryside.

Maost importantly, the continuous support and encouragement from Her Majesty has enabled the less
advantaged and rural poor, whose immense potential had been ignored by others, to find their hidden
talents in high-calibre craftsmanship. These very same downtrodden folk have now become a highly
skilled and attentive force, fruitfully employed in propagating and expanding the many facets of Thai
arts and crafts, with the happy result that their products are much in demand by local and
international connoisseurs of a truly wonderful culture such as ours. Long Live Her Majesty the Queen.

Aatu  atmd9sund (Ralludase)
Artist  Suwat Wanmanee (Independent artist)
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Work Title Mother of the Land
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Technique Qil on canvas
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Inspiration

| have been inspired to follow in our Queen’s footsteps by playing a part in helping to preserve and
promote Thai hand-woven silk. This painting thus highlights the graceful beauty of both Her Majesty
the Queen and her mudmee silk costume — the two inspirational elements for me.

Being concerned that Thai traditional handicrafts were gradually disappearing and could one day
be completely lost, Her Majesty set up the SUPPORT Foundation to carry out the Herculean task
of their preservation. Arts and crafts cenfres, including Bangsai Arts and Crafts Centre, were
established to revive the dying crafts, fine-tune the skills of artisans and to ensure that the
knowledge is passed on to new generations so that our artistic traditions are kept alive.

These centres also cater to the disabled and underprivileged, as well as the children of poor
farmers. The knowledge also helps them earn sustainable or supplementary income. Furthermore,
Her Majesty took it upon herself to introduce these exquisite products to the world during her visits
abroad.
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Artist Samarn Klangjaturat
- Chairman, Group of Independent Arfists 96,
which haos organised the annual "Art Exhibition
to Honour Her Majesty the Queen”
(for the past 14 years), raising funds for the
Thai Red Cross Society
- Teacher, Head of the Department of Oil Painting,
Bangsail Arts and Crafts Centre
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Work Title Thailand's Beloved Mother

MAHA A4
Technigue Watercolour
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Inspiration

The original picture for this painting came from a magazine. That photograph so vividly captured Her
Majesty's natural grace and poise, the way her glance was not directed at the lens but at something
seemingly beyond. Adding to her great charm was her stylish attire, so elegantly cut from Thai hand-
woven fabric; not to mention the beautiful Thai patterns on the silk fan, All these are part and parcel
of our priceless Thai heritage, whose preservation and advancement Her Majesty is completely and
unswervingly devoted to.

There are not enough words to describe Her Majesty’s commitment to the welfare of the Thai people.
From the time | was a child right up till today, | have read about and seen our beloved Queen regularly
visiting the rural folk all over the country, to see to their wants and needs. She really has her finger on
the nation’s pulse. | surely am not alone in feeling immense and heartfelt gratitude for Her Majesty’s
selfless devotion. Her SUPPORT projects have not only greatly improved the lives of our pecople but
serves to unstintingly preserve and resuscifate original Thai art and culture, which otherwise might
have succumbed to the pandemic of contemporary fads which infest our modern, insipid world.
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Artist  Pornchewin Malipunte
- Teacher at the Original Painting for Embroidery
Department, SUPPORT Training Centre at Chitralada Villa.
- Special lecturer, Department of Visual
Communication Design, Faculty of Art and Design,
Rangsit University
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Work Title  Compassionate Smile
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Technique Watercolour on paper
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Inspiration

In this portrait, Her Majesty Queen Sirikit is regally porfrayed in exquisite hand-woven silk attire in
order to remind every viewer how she single-handedly breathed new life into Thai local arfs and
crafts. Her gentle eyes and compassionate smile reflect the warmth of @ mother which deeply
inspired me to paint.

It was common to see women of all ages in my hometown in Mukdahan working at their handlooms,
From this simple tool, rural girls learned to weave textiles, mainly for their family and their own use,
Later on, as machine-made textiles became easily available and accessible, the rural folk no
longer wanted to spend their time weaving. Many even began to think that hand-woven fabrics
were old-fashioned and too formal.

Decades ago, it was Her Majesty who came to recognise the artistic value of local hand-woven silk
while visiting a northeastern village. She highly praised the weavers, who became so happy and
proud. Her Majesty has since dedicated her efforts to promote handloom weaving, thus reviving our
age-old heritage. Weavers are given the opportunity to sharpen their skills as part of the SUPPORT
Arts and Crafts Centres’ work nationwide. The Queen herself is often seen in beautiful hand-woven
silk attire, thus encouraging all to better appreciate our native crafts. This has not only instilled
pride and self-esteem among villagers but also enabled them to enjoy a better quality of life. Such
has been the generous bounty of our graceful Queen.

datlu  ARAANA unIdinad (Aatludase)
Artist Kittisak Butdeewong (Independent Artist)
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Work Title Mother of the Nation
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Technique Qiloncanvas
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Inspiration
Their Majesties are truly the Soul of the Nation. While His Majesty the King is deeply loved and
respected by all Thais as the "Father of the Nation”, Her Majesty the Queen is our "Mother”,

Deeply inspired by Her Majesty’s intriguing beauty, | painted her portrait as an object of worship.

Her Majesty has untiringly dedicated herself to the revival of Thailand's many arts and crafts from
all regions of the country. She has so graciously put great effort to further refine our cultural
knowledge and transfer this know-how to young artisans as a way of enriching our national
heritage. That's not all, her constant endeavour helped place our arts and crafts on the world
stage. As a painter, | am especially proud and grateful for her patronage of the arts.

Aatlu  Aans Wudiiuu (Ratludase)
Artist  Pisut Puntien (Independent Artist)
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Work Title  Her Majesty the Queen

inAHA Avniuuuelu
Technique Qil on canvas
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Inspiration

| wished so much to express my grafitude to Her Majesty the Queen for her countless constructive
activities. For my artistic tribute to her, | chose this picture as my reference because it presents her
with @ warm smile reflecting her compassion for the Thai people. Such compassion is well illustrated
fthrough her effort in establishing SUPPORT Arts and Crafts Centres throughout the country fo
provide the people with supplementary income to support themselves and their families.

In truth, words are never enough to express the great depth of grafitude we owe our beloved
Queen, who has given Thai arts and crafts a new lease on life for the benefit of generations to
come. Long Live Qur Queen.
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FgFHIUNIT uuUn1Ian W AT audAathiu vialngy
Artist  Major Sorapost Chanphokang

Skilled artisan, Department of Oil Painting,

Bangsai Arts and Crafts Centre







FOURIIU ANIRIWTEHIIRNASA A wIsuTNT THUAN
Work Title Her Majesty Queen Sirikit
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Technigue Mosaicin the style of cross-stitch embroidery
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Inspiration

In decorating ceramic products, the motifs are normally painted on-glaze or underglaze. When our
Ceramics Department wanted to experiment with new techniques, we applied a colour separation
system in combination with cross-stitch embroidery style which seemed good for making portraits,
and then created new pieces of ceramic art.

Using this technique, we created an intricate royal portrait to mark Her Majesty the Queen’s 40th
Birthday, as well as to express our gratitude for her compassion. Her establishment of the SUPPORT
Arts and Crafts project and Bangsai Arts and Crafts Centre has helped equip the children of poor
farmers from all over the country with supplementary jobs to support their families.
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Artist  Vivek Arunratana

Ceramics Department, Bangsai Arts and Crafts Centre
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| am always so proud that all the Thai people carry
in their blood a touch of artistry.
Whe’rher they are farmers in remote corners of the land
or just ordinary folk with simple GCCUDGTIGHS,
the Thais are imbued with a delicate artistic sense.
‘Given the right opportunity, they can quickly absorb kﬂnwledge
and will elﬂlgenﬂ'f train to present the most exceptional creations...

Her Majesty the Queen’s Royal Address
August 11, 1989
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